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Meeting Minutes 

Town of Montville Water and Sewer Commission 
Monday, June 3, 2013 - Town Council Chambers – Montville Town Hall – 7:00 p.m. 

 
1. Water and Sewer Commission 
 
a. Call to Order 
 
Chairman May called the regular meeting of the Water and Sewer Commission to order at 7:00 
p.m. after establishing a quorum. 
 
b. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
c. Roll Call 
 
Present were Commissioners Schober, Siragusa, and May.  Also present were Superintendent 
Michael Didato, Administrator Brian Lynch, Mayor Ronald McDaniel and Town Council 
Liaison Joseph Jaskiewicz.  Commissioner Thorn was absent. 
 
d. Alterations to the Agenda -- None 
 
e.  To consider and act on a motion to approve the minutes of May 6, 2013. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of May 6, 2013, as written, made by Councilor Jaskiewicz; 
seconded by Commissioner Siragusa; discussion, none; voice vote, 5-0, all in favor; motion 
carried. 
 
f. Communications pertaining specifically to matters which concern the Commission. 
 
Administrator Lynch commented on a letter he received today regarding a favorable review by 
the Planning & Zoning Commission for the expansion of the municipal water line at Route 32 
and Route 163 to the high school. 
 
g. Remarks from the Public Regarding Items on the Agenda with a three minute limit. 
 
None 
 
h. Report from Commission Attorney on Matters Referred -- None 
 
i. Report from Administration Division 
 
Administrator Lynch submitted a report for May 2013 as follows (submitted in the packet): 
 

1. The response to the ad in the local paper for the roof replacement at the plant was not 
very good.  We had two companies come in and look at the project.  We still haven't 
received any proposals to date. The Mayor contacted the facilities manager at the prison 
about having some of the residents of the prison do the roof.  Three guards came down 
and looked over the barn.  After some discussion, they said that they could do the job.  
Having the free labor will be a tremendous savings for us.  I will let the Commission 
know when they start work. We have sufficient funds in our capital line to pay for this 
project. 
 

2.  I have requested that an 8-24 survey be performed by Planning and Zoning on the 
proposed water line extension on Route 163.  It was brought to my attention by Tony 
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(and I agree) that it might be beneficial to have the endorsement of P&Z on the project 
when we bring the proposal to the Town.  This request has been put on their June agenda. 
 

3. The solar project is on schedule. Green Point is preparing to go to the auction for the 
racks. This will determine what our revenues over the next fifteen years will be. The 
engineering is complete and the cost of the project is currently being adjusted. The price 
of a solar panel has decreased, and under the terms of our contract they have to adjust the 
pricing accordingly. 
 

4. Water shut-off notices were delivered last week. We sent out close to sixty notices.  Most 
people that receive a shut-off notice are repeat offenders.  Next year when we look into 
increasing the water rates, I would like to ask the Commission to allow us to charge a fee 
if we have to hang a door tag. A lot of the repeat offenders wait for us to come to the door 
to pay.  Hopefully, charging the fee would encourage these repeat offenders to pay in a 
more timely manner. 

  
Regarding a question by Commissioner Siragusa, Administrator Lynch commented on 
Commission items that did not make it on the agenda for the last Town Council meeting—1) the 
$17,000 for the initial phase of the Palmertown water line extension; the 2013-2014 water and 
sewer budgets, and the bargaining contracts. 
 
j. Report from Operations Division 
 
Commissioner May congratulated the Superintendent Didato and the WPCA for its receipt of the 
Power of Change Award of 2013 as honorable mention Top Wastewater Treatment Facility for 
achievement in energy efficiency presented by Governor Dannel Malloy. 
 
Superintendent Didato discussed the May 2013 report as follows (submitted in the packet): 
 

1. With the available data to date the Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) continues to 
be in full compliance of its NPDES permit. 

 
2. There were no  treatment plant odor  complaints  last month. However, we performed 

what is called an acid bath on our BIG scrubber.  Twice a year we do this to remove any 
internal scale that may have built up inside the units.  To accomplish this task, all of the 
internal  solution  is pumped out and a mixture of water and muriatic acid  is added  to 
bring  the pH down  to 2  for a specific period of  time.   After  this  is done,  the unit gets 
flushed and filled with a solution that is within certain operating parameters for both pH 
& O.R.P. 

 
3. Sludge thickness averaged over 5.6%. 
 
4. We  averaged  77  lbs/day  of  nitrogen  in  our  discharge  last month.  The  new  limit  for 

calendar year 2013 is 122 lbs/day. 
 
5. We had some site visits for contractors to look at our barn roof.  Most notably, we had 

some officers from the correctional facility evaluate the roofs condition.   I want to 
express thanks to our Mayor for addressing my inquiry and providing his work as a 
liaison so swiftly! 

 
6. We had a URS/Contractor walk thru for the head works project on 5-23-13. 

 
7. We continue to respond to the Village Apartment pump station.  Baby wipes, rags keep 

plugging up the pumps.  We have billed them accordingly. 
 

8. We had to pull a pump out of the wet well at Orchard pump station.  Our staff fixed the 
pump and got it working again after replacing a boot type seal. 

 
9. We had a waste sludge line break underground at our facility.  It was properly reported 
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and repaired for under $2,000. 
 

10. We corrected a problem at our Avery I pump station.  Ultimately, we replaced an 
expansion tank necessary for seal water.  Without seal water, the wastewater pump will 
not operate. 

 
11. One of the biggest pumps we have at our facility is in the chlorine contact chamber.  In   

May, we had to pull it from the tank to service it.  It is a pump that is used to convey 
water to RWC. 
 

12.  As you may know, May 22nd was Wastewater Treatment Appreciation day in 
Connecticut.  This is a great time to remind the Authority of what the Montville staff has 
accomplished. 

 
 Complete DEEP wastewater effluent compliance for the past ten years. 
 Outstanding housekeeping and grounds maintenance rivaling any public facility.  We 

have received accolades from the DEEP, our major commercial and industrial 
account managers, engineers, attorneys, as well as private groups that have toured our 
facility. 

 We have virtually eliminated 99% of the odors and complaints. 
 Maintained all of our equipment to be fully functional and operational. 
 Reduction in operating expenses to average or less than average rates in CT. 

 
At the end of the day these are the things that we aspire to maintain, and we are proud 
that we do them very well. 

 
13.   As previously submitted in my past WPCA reports without comment or discussion.  "I 

have completed some testing on blower usage and found a way to use significantly less 
horse power to provide proper air and wastewater treatment....”  As a result of 
implementing this process change, the Montville Water Pollution Control Authority was 
awarded the Power of Change Award for being one of the Top Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities.  On 5-12-13, I went to the State capital.  During that visit, Montville was 
recognized for its outstanding achievements by state and energy leaders, including 
Governor Dannel P. Malloy. 

 
The following is a press release for the award.  See attached photo of the certificate of 
recognition and the acceptance of the award at the state capital. 
 
Superintendent Didato thanked Mayor McDaniel on his intervention with the prison regarding 
the roof reported earlier by Administrator Lynch.  He also reported on the $120,000 electricity 
savings achieved by the WPCA.  In response to question by Councilor Jaskiewicz concerning 
Item 7 of the Operations Report, Superintendent Didato concurred that the Village Apartments 
are charged accordingly for services rendered.  Councilor Jaskiewicz thanked Superintendent 
Didato on award achieved by the Commission. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Montville Water Pollution Control Authority Receives  
Power of Change Award for Energy Efficiency 

Earns Award for Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 

HARTFORD, CT – May 21, 2013 – The Montville Water Pollution Control authority was 
recognized for excellence in energy efficiency and presented with a Top Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Award at the first annual the Power of Change Awards.  Montville was recognized for its 
outstanding achievements by state and energy leaders, including Governor Dannel P. Malloy; 
Daniel C. Esty, Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP); Stewart Hudson, President of the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation; Sabina Shelby, 
Managing Trustee of the Hampshire Foundation; Mally Cox-Chapman, Philanthropy Advisor of 
the Common Sense Fund, and state legislative leaders and energy stakeholders.  

Pictured is Michael Didato, a third generation wastewater treatment operator receiving a 
certificate during a ceremony held today at the State Capitol.   

For a full list of winners and more details visit www.powerofchangeawards.com/news 

 

The Power of Change awards reinforce Governor Dannel P. Malloy’s Lead by Example program 
which calls for the win-win benefits of energy efficiency for Connecticut and its taxpayers. The 
winning municipal energy efficiency projects were celebrated as models for their energy-saving 
approaches and achievements in municipal buildings. 

 

Montville earned this award for achieving hundreds of thousands of dollars in energy savings 
with the strategic reduction in the use of blowers. In shedding the use of about 1,156,320 KW of 
power over the course of a year, third generation wastewater treatment operator Michael Didato 
conducted the testing and analysis necessary to achieve these results without corresponding 
erosion of water or air quality.  

 

Summing up the entire awards program, Stewart Hudson of the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 
noted “These ten Power of Change Award winners demonstrate Connecticut’s leadership and 
innovation in energy efficiency—they are prime examples of how our municipalities are taking 
an active role in advancing a clean energy economy. We created the Power of Change Award 
first as an opportunity to encourage more state and municipal leaders to make important 
investments in their future, and also as an occasion to give energy efficiency leaders their due 
recognition. We believe that it is vital to celebrate success in our towns and cities. The Power of 
Change Awards celebrate good government practices that protect human health, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and in the process, help the Connecticut economy and save taxpayer 
dollars.” 
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In presenting the award, Hudson also acknowledged and thanked the members of the  15-
member committee of energy and conservation experts who judged the awards including: Alan 
Taylor, CT Board of Education; John Rathgeber, The Connecticut Business and Industry 
Association; Laurie Burt, former Commissioner for the Environment, Massachusetts; Bill Leahy, 
Eastern Connecticut State University; Bryan Garcia, Connecticut Clean Energy Finance and 
Investment Authority; Mariella Puerto, Barr Foundation; KC Golden, Climate Solutions; Dudley 
Williams, GE Investments, and CT Science Center; Dr. Prabhakar Singh, UConn; Roger Smith, 
Clean Water Action, and Karen Brown, Fairfield County Community Foundation. 

About the Foundations 

The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation is a family foundation that is active in education and 
programs related to learning disabilities such as dyslexia; support for contemporary visual art 
and marketplace empowerment for artists; and climate protection and the promotion of clean 
energy at a state and regional level in America. More information can be found by visiting 
www.tremainefoundation.org. 

The Hampshire Foundation focuses on two initiatives: Peru Opportunity Fund and Lead by 
Example. More information is available by visiting www.hampshirefoundation.org. 

The Common Sense Fund promotes action both on the environment and in the arts that is 
practical, creative, and addresses social needs. More information is available by visiting 
www.commonsensefund.org. 
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Superintendent Didato commented on. 

k. Report from the Mayor -- None 

l. Report from special or sub-committees -- None 
 
m. Report from Engineers -- None 
 
n. Old Business 
 
Commissioner May asked about the status of the Clean Water Fund financing.  Administrator 
Lynch commented that application has been submitted and waiting for the Town Council’s 
resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept any monies.  Commissioner May asked what is the 
status of the Facility plan. Administrator Lynch stated that because the State’s Conservation and 
Development plan differs from that of the Town’s plan, it is being held up by ST CT DEEP. 
 
o. New Business -- None 
 
p.  Reports/referrals from Planning & Zoning – None. 
 
q. Payment of bills 
 

1. THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION HEREBY RESOLVES to 
pay bills in the amount of Eight Thousand Six Hundred Eight‐Three Dollars and Fifty 
Cents ($8,683.50), per the attached Schedule A. 

 
SAR NO. 2013-44 THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION 
HEREBY RESOLVES to pay bills in the amount of Three Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Six 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($8,683.50), per the attached Schedule A.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Schober, seconded by Councilor Jaskiewicz; Discussion, Councilor Jaskiewicz 
questioned charges on one of bills and Commission May stated that an explanation would be 
sought; Roll Call vote, in favor were Commissioners Schober and May and Councilor 
Jaskiewicz; opposed Commissioner Siragusa; vote 3-0; motion carried. 

 
2. Water Commission 
 

a. Report from Sub‐Committees – None 
 

b. Report from Engineers – None 
 

c. Old Business -- None 
 
d. New Business -- None 

 
e. Payment of Bills – None 
 
f. Executive Session -- None 
 
g. Remarks from the Public -- None 
 
h. Remarks from Commission Members 
 

Councilor Jaskiewicz asked if there were any problems with the new McDonald’s.  
Administrator Lynch commented that there was not a problem stating that paperwork was 
submitted to the WPCA regarding water usage et al.  Commission Siragusa commented on the 
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Commission’s vote last month regarding the Clean Water Fund and the $17,000 for the initial 
phase.  Commissioner May explained that a concrete cost was needed to satisfy the Town 
Council and the public.  Councilor Jaskiewicz added that typical engineering fees are usually 
10%-15%.  Prior to addressing the issue at public hearing, Administrator Lynch will have Sarah 
Cwikla of GHD, review questions such as revenue streams, the potential value to Town, and the 
decrease to the ISO rating and invite her to the next Commission meeting for explanation of the 
same. 

 
i. Adjournment 

 
Motion made by Councilor Jaskiewicz; seconded by Commissioner May to adjourn the meeting 
at 7:25 p.m.; discussion, none, voice vote, 4-0, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
Gloria J. Gathers 
Recording Secretary, Town of Montville 
Cc:  Schedule A 
 
Branse, Willis & Knapp, LLC         $148.50 
Suisman, Shapiro, Wool, Brennan et al     $8,535.00 
 
         Total $8,683.50 


