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Town of Montville Town Council 
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes for Monday, June 10, 2013 

6:30 p.m. – Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 
 
1. Call to Order 

Chairperson Buebendorf called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. after establishing a quorum.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence in honor of our military. 

3. Roll Call 
Present were Councilors Caron, Jaskiewicz, Longton, McFee, Tanner, and Buebendorf.  Absent was 
Councilor Jones due to an overlap of meetings.  Also present was Mayor Ronald McDaniel. 

4. Public Hearing 
Chairperson Buebendorf opened the public hearing and read the following into the record: 
 

TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE HEARING 

 
The following Ordinance, copies of which may be obtained at the office of the Town Clerk during 
office hours, was introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Council held May 13, 2013 and a 
public hearing thereon and for its consideration by the Town Council will be held at Town Hall 
Council Chambers, June 10, 2013 at 6:30 P.M. 

 
 ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS  

 
THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
Sec 1 –Number of  
At each election at which the electors choose Registrars of Voters, there shall be elected two such 
Registrars one for each major political party. The election of the Registrars shall follow the 
provisions of Section 9-190 of the Connecticut General Statutes. Each Registrar so elected shall be a 
resident of the Town of Montville and upon ceasing to be a resident shall cease to hold office. 

Sec 2 –Term of Office 
Each Registrar of Voters elected pursuant to this chapter shall serve a term of two years. The term 
shall commence from the Wednesday following the first Monday of January succeeding an election 
for Registrar of Voters. 

Sec 3 –Power and Duties 
They shall have all the powers and duties conferred or imposed by law on Registrar of Voters. 

Sec 4 –Salaries and Benefits 
The Registrar of Voters shall be paid salaries in lieu of all fees, such salaries to be fixed by the 
Town Council.  

Resolutions 91-271 and 2004-148 regarding medical insurance and cost shares are repealed. 
Effective July 1, 2013, the Registrars of Voters shall pay 15% cost share for medical insurance; 
effective July 1, 2014, the Registrars of Voters shall pay 15.5% cost share for medical insurance.  
Commencing January 7, 2015 and thereafter the Registrars of Voters will no longer be eligible to 
participate in health insurance benefits through the Town. 

This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from the date of its adoption. 

Dated at Montville Connecticut this 14th day of May 2013. 

Lisa Terry, Town Clerk 
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Chairperson Buebendorf asked if there was anyone present who would like to speak regarding the 
proposed ordinance.  Each individual would be provided with a three-minute limit. 

Mary Clark Wilson, 6 Riched Lane, Uncasville, Registrar of Voters (Republican) for 13 years, 
speaking on behalf of herself and Lorraine Elliot, Registrar of Voters (Democrat) for 26 years, 
urged the Council to do the moral and ethical thing by allowing them to be grandfathered into the 
system and maintain their benefits, which they have been receiving since 1991, until their 
retirement. She is dismayed with the Town Administration Rules and Procedures Committee who 
did not provide an opportunity to discuss the issue with them.  Ms. Wilson read a comment written 
by Mr. Tim Shanahan in the Montville Patch and a letter written by Ms. Margaret Muscarella, both 
in support of grandfathering in the current registrars.   

Lorraine Elliott, 90 Gay Hill Road, Uncasville, Registrar of Voters (Democrat), spoke against the 
ordinance.  She felt the lack of proper notification of the ordinance disrespectful and that their time 
and salaries versus those in other towns should be taken into consideration.  They work diligently to 
ensure fair elections, train other registrars throughout the state, author several handbooks and 
manuals, actively register students, volunteer for various tasks, and have never had any issues with 
the state.  She wished to recite a letter in support of her position, but her three-minutes had expired.  
Councilor McFee requested extra time so that she may read the letter, but, in all fairness to the other 
speakers, Chairperson Buebendorf denied his request. 

Lynda Jean, 1583 Route 163, Oakdale, recited the letter for Ms. Elliot, which stated their opposition 
to the ordinance by Theresa Crane Marcus and Jacob Marcus. 

Michele Tycz, 8 Beach Lane, Oakdale, requested they be grandfathered into the system.  She has 
known Ms. Elliot for 26 years and knows her to be a dedicated, hardworking individual who is 
heavily involved in various community organizations. 

Alexandra Haggett, 19 Pink Row, Oakdale, spoke in opposition to the ordinance.  She has worked 
with Lorraine since the age of 16 and has worked the polls.  Montville is the only town that does 
not get paid on Election Day, which has proven to be an exhausting, yet rewarding, day.   

Lynn Wisniewski, 153 Kittemaug Road, Uncasville, Deputy Registrar for Ms. Wilson for 13 years, 
spoke in opposition to the ordinance and vouched for the hard work and dedication of both registrars. 

Theodore Wisniewski, 153 Kittemaug Road, Uncasville, spoke in opposition to the ordinance 
stating that the town made a precedent by offering the Registrars benefits and should continue to do 
so until they are not re-elected or have retired from their positions. 

Carla Chacho, 239 Gay Hill Road, Uncasville, who, along with her husband, have worked with both 
of the registrars for the past three years, felt that, given their time, experience, and efforts, the 
Registrars should be grandfathered into the system. 

Jim Andriote, 23 Tra-Mart Drive, Uncasville, agrees with all of the previous comments made in 
opposition to the ordinance and does not understand the reasoning behind the repealing of benefits 
especially when considering their long tenure.  He felt that if the benefits are repealed from the 
Registrar of Voters, the benefits should be taken away from all of the part-timers.   

John Geary, 11 Depot Road, Uncasville, former Town Councilor, agrees that they should be 
grandfathered into the system.  Having spent a lot of time with the Registrars in the past, he found 
that they both do an outstanding job and wishes them the best in the upcoming election. 

Lori Birckbeck, 90 Gay Hill Road, Uncasville, daughter of Ms. Elliot and union member, spoke in 
opposition to the ordinance and in support of their being grandfathered into the system. 

Donna Geary, 11 Depot Road, Uncasville, finds it too simplistic to repeal their benefits due to the 
fact that other towns do not provide such benefits.  She questioned whether a full assessment of 
their position was conducted and if that research showed consistency and fairness and whether the 
policy would be extended to other part-timers and why the benefits were offered in 1991 and that, 
perhaps, those reasons would justify their being grandfathered into the system. 
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Karrielyn Owsiany, 90 Gay Hill Road, Uncasville, granddaughter of Ms. Elliott, felt it unfair to 
repeal their medical benefits considering the time and energy she devotes as Registrar at the 
expense of her family. 

Chairperson Buebendorf asked three times if there were any additional persons from the public who 
would like to speak regarding the proposed ordinance.  

5. Adjournment 
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:54 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 
 

AN AUDIO RECORD OF THE MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN CLERK’S 
OFFICE 
 


