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Meeting Minutes 

Town of Montville Water and Sewer Commission 
Monday, August 5, 2013 - Town Council Chambers – Montville Town Hall – 7:00 p.m. 

 
1. Water and Sewer Commission 
 
a. Call to Order 
 
Vice-Chair Thorne called the regular meeting of the Water and Sewer Commission to order at 
7:00 p.m. after establishing a quorum. 
 
b. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
c. Roll Call 
 
Present were Commissioners Schober, Siragusa, and Thorne.  Also present were Superintendent 
Michael Didato, Administrator Brian Lynch, Mayor Ronald McDaniel and Town Council 
Liaison Joseph Jaskiewicz.  Commissioner May was absent. 
 
d. Alterations to the Agenda -- None 
 
e.  To consider and act on a motion to approve the minutes of June 3, 2013. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of June 3, 2013, as written, made by Councilor Jaskiewicz; 
seconded by Commissioner Schober; discussion, none; voice vote, 4-0, all in favor; motion 
carried. 
 
f. Communications pertaining specifically to matters which concern the Commission. 
 
Administrator Lynch commented on his letter of July 11, 2013 to Town Council Chairperson 
Buebendorf regarding the Commission being charged for legal bills incurred by the Town, as 
discussed by the Commissioners at its June meeting.  Per the letter, he will review past bills and 
forward them to the Finance Director to make payment and/or reimbursement to the 
Commission. 
 
g. Remarks from the Public Regarding Items on the Agenda with a three minute limit. 
 
Commissioner Thorn asked three times for remarks from the public.  There were none. 
 
h. Report from Commission Attorney on Matters Referred -- None 
 
i. Report from Administration Division 
 
Administrator Lynch submitted a report for July 2013 as follows (submitted in the packet): 
 

1. The roof at the treatment plant is complete.  The asphalt shingles have been replaced, and 
we are waiting for the workers to come back and finish the flashing around the barn.  The 
hot weather has kept them from coming back.  The gentlemen that work on the roof did 
an outstanding job. 
 

2.  I sent a letter (which I enclosed in your packet) informing the Town Council, that we 
were concerned about our escalating legal bills.  I sent the letter to the Chairperson 
Buebendorf, informing her that we would only pay for legal bills that we (the WPCA) 
generate. 
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3. We were informed by Connecticut Light & Power that our bid proposal for Zrec’s was 
placed in a standby status.  We submitted a bid for $120.00 for each Zrec.  Our engineer, 
(Otto Walters) has reviewed the correspondence and is going to write a summary for us.  
He is out of town, so he will not be able to attend our meeting. 
 

4. I have been informed by the Mayor that Kirk Washington has accepted the position as 
our lab technician.  He will be starting to work on the 16th of August. 
 

5. As I’m sure you’re aware an article about our legal issue with a past employee was in the 
newspaper last month.  The New London Day was successful in their petition to FOI to 
obtain a copy of the investigation. 

 
Administrator Lynch summarized his report for the Commission.  He responded to a question by 
Commissioner Siragusa, Administrator Lynch commented on the bid accepted by CL&P for the 
Zrec project and said he would obtain a list of the bids for the same.  Mayor McDaniel added that 
the aim is to recoup revenue. 
 
j. Report from Operations Division 
 
Superintendent Didato discussed the June/July 2013 report as follows (submitted in the packet): 
 

1. With the available data to date, the Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) continues to 
be in full compliance of its NPDES permit. 

 
2. There were no treatment plant odor complaints over the last 2 months. 

 
3. Sludge thickness averaged over 5.9 and 5.5% respectively over the last 2 months. 

 
4. We averaged 69 lbs/day of nitrogen in our discharge over the last 2 months.  The new limit 

for calendar year 2013 is 122 lbs/day. 
 

5. The roof on the barn is almost finished.  The trim work still needs to get done.  Brian may 
have more information on the arrangements of the project. 

 
6. We had a URS/Contractor walk thru for the generator project on 7-29-13. 

 
7. We continue to respond to the Village Apartment pump station.  Baby wipes, rags keep 

plugging up the pumps.  INFORMATION UPDATE:  This is a growing national problem 
as reported in the USA today newspaper.  http://m.usatoday.com/article/news/2522919 

 
8. We removed a pump from the Avery 2 pump station.  It had an unacceptable vibration.  

The pump was rebuilt and should be back online this month. 
 

9.  In July, our potable water had slightly elevated turbidity (clarity).  Please be advised, water 
quality remained well below any limits.  Groton had made adjustments to the water supply 
and we flushed our water system. 
 

10. During June and July, many of my staff had taken vacation time off from work.  During 
their absence I filled a number of gaps myself to reduce overtime.  I performed lab duties, 
mechanical, and collection system assignments. 
 

11. We had a force line break on our Holly Hill pump station on Saturday 7-27-13.  It was 
repaired and put back on line by the end of the day.  I am thankful for the assistance given 
to us from the MTUA.  They also gave us permission to discharge into their pump station 
while the repair was made to our forced main pipe.  Overall, operationally June and July 
went very well.  Significantly reduced were pump station alarms, grinder pump failures, 
and no power outages. 

 
12. We are gearing up to do a project on our pressure reducing station for potable water.  The 
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standard functionality of the station is to reduce pressure to the downstream users of the 
Cook Drive water tank.  The main components in the station are a 3" pressure reducing 
valve and an 8" pressure reducing valve.  During low flow, water goes through the 3" 
valve.  As flow demand increases, the flow gets diverted to the 8" pressure reducing valve.  
The objective of the project is to install isolation valves for a new 8" pressure reducer. 

 
13. Our water operator (Gregg) worked with people from the MTUA and the engineer that 

constructed our water supply plan (Rich Johnson).  They were manually manipulating 
potable water equipment and valves to see how our system performs under a worst case 
scenario.  Valuable data was collected as a result. 

 
14. As you may know by now, our headworks consist of equipment for grit and rag/trash 

removal.   Last month we had a failure of both bar racks.  We were able to get one of the 
two working again.  We are still trying to repair the other.  It is profoundly difficult to get 
parts for equipment made in 1974. 

 
Superintendent Didato summarized the details of his report.  Commissioner Thorn thanked the 
Superintendent for his timeliness in notifying the commissioners about the Holly Hill pump 
station. 

k. Report from the Mayor  

Mayor McDaniel commented on the assessment of the Holly Hill issue its quick resolution.  He 
also spoke to the cooperative effect surrounding the roof project.  The Mayor also commented on 
contract negotiations and the one upcoming in September. 
 
l. Report from special or sub-committees -- None 
 
m. Report from Engineers 
 
Administrator Lynch reported that engineer R. Kruczek was unable to attend the meeting.  He 
further stated that the headworks project would be awarded at the next meeting by a formal vote 
of the Commission.  He added that a pre-bid was held for the generator. 
 
n. Old Business -- None 
 
o. New Business 
 
Administrator Lynch reported that Sarah Cwikla, engineer for GHD, will be present at the 
September Commission meeting to discuss the proposed expansion of the water line and the 
preliminary review of it. 
 
p.  Reports/referrals from Planning & Zoning – None 
 
q. Payment of bills 
 

1. THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION HEREBY 
RESOLVES to pay bills in the amount of Five Thousand Four Hundred Forty-Seven 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($5,447.50), per the attached Schedule A. 

 
SAR NO. 2013-45 THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION 
HEREBY RESOLVES to pay bills in the amount of Five Thousand Four Hundred Forty-Seven 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($5,447.50), per the attached Schedule A.  Motion made by Councilor 
Jaskiewicz, seconded by Commissioner Thorn; Discussion, none.  Roll Call vote, in favor were 
Commissioners Schober, Siragusa, Thorn and Councilor Jaskiewicz; vote 4-0; motion carried. 

 
2. Water Commission 
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a. Report from Sub-Committees – None 
 

b. Report from Engineers – None 
 

c. Old Business 
 
Commissioner Thorn commented that this item was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
d. New Business -- None 

 
e. Payment of Bills – None 
 
f. Executive Session -- None 
 
g. Remarks from the Public -- None 
 
h. Remarks from Commission Members 
 

Administrator Lynch was congratulated for the recent Norwich Bulletin article and associated 
question and answer regarding the same. 

 
i. Adjournment 

 
Motion made by Councilor Jaskiewicz; seconded by Commissioner Siragusa to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:25 p.m.; discussion, none, voice vote, 4-0, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
Gloria J. Gathers 
Recording Secretary, Town of Montville 
Cc:  Schedule A 
 
Suisman, Shapiro, Wool, Brennan et al     $5,447.50 
 
         Total $5,447.50 


