
Town of Montville Public Safety Commission 
Special Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 29, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. 
Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 

 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Commissioner Jetmore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
Present at the meeting were Commissioners Allyn, DePasquale, Loiler, McNally, Rousseau, and Jetmore.  
Absent were Commissioner Moran, Mayor Ron McDaniel, and Town Council Liaison Candy Buebendorf.  
Commissioner Jetmore introduced new member Joe DePasquale. 
 
4. Communications 
 

a. Copies of monthly statistics reports from the Fire Marshal, Fire Departments, Police 
Department, Animal Control and Building Official. 

 
Commissioner McNally reported on a letter from the Montville Parks & Recreation in gratitude for the help 
from the fire/police crew at the Montville Masters Race on Sunday, July 21.  He also commented on an 
email from the Mayor’s office regarding the submission of the 2012-2013Annual Report due by November 
1, 2013. 
 
6. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2013; Special Meeting Minutes of June 

18, 2013 
 
Motion made by Commissioner McNally, seconded by Commissioner Allyn to approve the minutes as 
submitted.  Discussion, none; voice vote 6-0, all in favor; motion carried. 
 
6. Executive Session – None 
 
7. Remarks from the Public 

Fire Marshal R. Occhialini referenced Item 11c on the agenda explaining that Waterford, East Lyme and 
New London have been in discussion for seven (7) years.  Commission Rousseau stated that per the Town 
website, the Committee for the same still exists. 
 
Officer Salvatore referenced Agenda Item 10a commenting that a policy needs to be in place for the Ride-
Along Program and forms for the same should be updated.  She added that the program as it exists creates 
a liability for the Town and exposes participants to information they should not hear.  Commissioner 
DePasquale responded that a decision should be made about the program including a policy that addresses 
nondisclosure.  He agreed to bring forward a draft policy to the Commission Chair on the matter. 
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Officer Salvatore also commented on other agenda items such as the visibility of green construction shirts, 
the need for a policy regarding walk-ins.  She also asked a question regarding Unfinished Business item 
from the last meeting agenda.  Commissioner Jetmore said the item would be added to the next meeting 
agenda.  He also thanked Commissioner McNally for preparing the agenda for the meeting this evening. 
 
Resident M. Northrop stated he was commenting on behalf of Lt. Bunnell (who was absent from the 
meeting) who had concerns as well regarding Agenda Item 11b.  He stated that signage might be a part of 
the problem.  M. Northrop also commented that he saw no purpose in the Ride-Along Program. 
 
8. Remarks from Department Heads 
 
Fire Marshal Occhialini distributed an August 2013 Report (Handout #1) to the commission and 
commented on fees/fines collected last year, $63, 204 and $17,056 collected thus far this year and current 
projects including a Safety Day at Home Deport on October 5, 2013, from 10 am -2 pm.   He also discussed 
the status of boarding house inspections and corrective action on violations that are expected to be 
completed soon; data regarding the dispatched calls to the 911 center, emergency management, and the 
updated Town’s ISO rating.  The information provided by the Fire Marshal included data from annual report 
for FY 2012-2013 as well as current FY data. 
 
9. Reports from Committees and Public Safety Liaisons 
 
Commissioner Jetmore reported that he has been working with Commission Moran on the police portion 
of the Public Safety Plan.  Commissioner McNally added that there has been no meeting regarding the fire 
portion of the plan. 
 
10. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Discussion of a possible Ride-Along Program for the PD 
 
Commissioner Jetmore commented that the program serves very little purpose and is potentially dangerous 
to participants.  Commissioner Rousseau stated that a detailed policy for liability is needed for the program 
and the program has potential for students who want to act as interns.  Commissioner DePasquale responded 
that the program should be a certified college internship project.  Commissioner Jetmore suggested that the 
program be suspended until policy has been firmed up.  Commissioner McNally agreed to email the Mayor 
on the same. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McNally and seconded by Commissioner Loiler to table the Ride-
Along Program matter.  Discussion, none; voice vote, 6-0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 

b. To receive cost estimates for the implementation of a K-9 Program from Sgt. Martinez and possible 
action and/or recommendation of said program 

 
This item was not discussed and will be added to next month’s agenda.  Commissioner Jetmore stated that 
a report was given at last month’s meeting by Sgt. Martinez. 
 

c. Discussion on the make-up of the ad-hoc committee and forward a letter or recommendation to the 
Town Council on same 
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Commissioner McNally stated that a plan was forwarded last month and last brought forward to the Town 
Council in 2010 regarding a feasibility study for pursuit of an independent police department.  The ad-hoc 
committee will review the police department proposal and identify a clearly defined list of goals/objectives 
and vision as stated by Commissioner Allyn.  Upon discussion about the make-up of the ad-hoc committee, 
the Commission decided that it would include two (2) public safety members, three (3) Public Safety 
Commission members, two (2) Town Councilpersons, and two (2) alternates.  Commissioners Jetmore, 
DePasquale and Moran will sit on behalf of the Commission.  Commissioner Jetmore added that this 
program will take a lot of work and probable meetings twice a month. 
 

d. Discussion on upcoming meeting to work on the Public Safety Plan 
 
This item was tabled for discussion until the next Commission meeting. 
 
11. New Business  
 

a. To review the need to modify the current policy on police uniforms to include the newly purchased 
lime green “construction type” shirts 

 
Commissioner McNally stated that current policy should be modified to address the new uniform.  
Commissioner DePasquale added that the policy should also include the OSHA requirement. 
 

b. Discussion on a policy on how walk-ins and the public are dealt with at the new public safety 
building. 

 
Commissioner McNally commented on complaints that he has heard about assisting walk-ins at the facility.  
Discussion followed regarding a bell system, a larger lobby sign, and a chime for the phone.  Fire Marshal 
Occhialini said the building is locked from midnight to 6 pm and should be secure. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rousseau and seconded by Commission McNally to propose that the secretary 
station at the Public Safety Building is moved to a more visible location and the lobby doors locked after 
4:30 pm when the secretary’s shift is completed.  Discussion, none; voice vote 6-0; all in favor; motion 
carried.  A letter will be sent to the Mayor, Town Council, and Lt. Bunnell regarding the same. 
 

c. To appoint a member of the Public Safety Commission to the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee. 

 
Commissioner Jetmore appointed Commissioner Rousseau to act as a volunteer on the committee. 
 

d. To appoint a member of the Public Safety Commission to the Volunteer Firefighters Relief Fund 
Committee. 

 
Commissioner Jetmore appointed Commission Rousseau to act as a volunteer on the committee. 
 
12.   Remarks from the Public  
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Fire Marshal Occhialini commented on the consolidation of State Police Troop E and Troop C and the issue 
that may arise regarding regional dispatch versus independent police departments.  Commenting on a 
question raised by Commissioner Allyn, Commissioner DePasquale suggested that the Fire Marshal pay a 
visit to the town of Torrington to get a perspective on a non-State Police town. 
 
13. Remarks from Mayor McDaniel 
 
Mayor McDaniel was absent from the meeting. 
 
14. Remarks from Town Council Liaison, Candy Buebendorf 

Councilor Buebendorf was absent from the meeting. 
 
14. Remarks from Commission members 
 
The Commissioners welcomed Commissioner DePasquale.  Commissioner Jetmore commented on a thank 
you from a town resident A. Lynn about the assistance of Officer Rockwell who made her feel safe, 
comfortable and is clearly concerned about the people in the community. 
 
15. Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Commissioner McNally, seconded by Commissioner Loiler to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:58 p.m.; discussion, none; voice vote 6-0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Gloria J. Gathers/Recording Secretary 


