
TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
MEETING OF BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2013-14 Board of Education Goal: 

To engage in a cycle of continuous improvement to ensure all students are educated with 
high standards and achieve at the highest levels of learning in the Montville Public Schools 

 
Item 1.  Call to order. 
 
Board Chair David Rowley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Montville High School 
Library/Media Center.  Board members present were Carrie T. Baxter, Sandra Berardy, Deborah 
Reed-Iler, Steve Loiler, Tom McNally, Robert Mitchell, Jr., Todd Pomazon, James Wood and 
David Rowley. 
 
Also present were Interim Superintendent Brian Levesque, Interim Assistant Superintendent 
Laurie Pallin, Director of Special Services Donna Maynard, Business Manager Kathy 
Lamoureux,  Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent Margaret Tripp, Food Services 
Director Heidi Buchholtz, Administrators Jason Daly, Mary Jane Dix, Amy Espinoza, Mark 
Johnson, William Klinefelter, Jr., Heather Mileski, Tanya Patten, Allison Peterson, Eileen 
Richmond, Jeff Theodoss, and MEA President Joel Farrior, Student Board Representatives Kevin 
Fitzgerald and Hanna Marchini, Mayor Ronald McDaniel, Town Liaison Joseph Jaskiewicz, and 
Town Councilors Billy Caron and Rosetta Jones, and Representatives Dr. Kevin Ryan, 139th 
District and Tim Bowles, 42nd District. 
 
Item 2.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
Presentation:  B) Introduction of New Staff by Administration 
 
B. Levesque introduced the district administrators who introduced the new teachers as follows: 
 

PALMER ACADEMY: 
Heather Mileski – Principal 

 
MOHEGAN SCHOOL: 
Allison Peterson – Principal 

 Drew Bicknell – Special Education 
 
OAKDALE SCHOOL: 
Alanna Dias – Pre-School 
Stephanie Arremony Efthimiou – Grade 3 
Laurie Engelman – Grade 2 
Lorin Ern – Kindergarten 

 Katie King – Grade 3 
Mardi Mellow – Kindergarten 
Jennifer Vowles – Grade 5 
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DR. CHARLES E. MURPHY SCHOOL: 
Angela Payne – Grade 1 
Elizabeth Richmond – Kindergarten 
LEONARD J. TYL MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
Jennifer Desillier-Fleming – Science, Grade 7  
Erika Marks –Teacher of the Hearing Impaired Districtwide & Middle School 

Enrichment  
 Leigh Melia – Science, Grade 7 

Vanessa Wudyka – Instrumental Music 
 
MONTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL: 
Leslyann Jimenez – Spanish 
Christopher Ouellette – English 
Kari Magano – Part-time Spanish 

 
Presentation:  A) Reception, 2014 Teacher of the Year – Ted Richmond 
 
B. Levesque introduced and read a bio about the professional, academic, and personal 
achievements of Ted Richmond.  He then introduced the 2013 Teacher of the Year Ellen Carenza 
who presented T. Richmond with a “Montville Teacher of the Year” plaque.  State 
Representatives Dr. Kevin Ryan, 139th District and Tim Bowles, 42nd District presented a State 
Resolution on behalf of the CT General Assembly, Representative Betsy Ritter, 38th District, 
Senators Cathy Olsten, 19th District and Andrea Stillman, 20th district who were unable to attend 
the presentation this evening.  Mayor McDaniel then gave greetings on behalf of the Town of 
Montville and presented T. Richmond with certificate and further commented that his son 
respects T. Richmond as a teacher.  The presentation concluded with a presentation of the 
“Golden Apple” by D. Rowley that will be engraved with T. Richmond’s name after it is known 
how far he goes in the State contest. 
 
D. Rowley then asked T. Richmond to introduce his family and say a few words.  T. Richmond 
thanked those present, specifically the Board of Education, B. Levesque and L. Pallin, his 
colleagues, parents, in-laws, wife, and children. 
 
The meeting then briefly recessed at 7:16 p.m. for a reception in honor of T. Richmond and 
resumed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Item 3.  Hearing of delegates and citizens (regarding agenda items only).  
 
Liaison J. Jaskiewicz commented to the Board, “Thanks for the chair up front.” 
 
Item 4:  Letters and communications. 
 
T. McNally referenced a September 13, 2013, letter from Commissioner of Education Stefan 
Pryor approving the appointment of Brian Levesque as interim superintendent of schools for the 
district. 
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Item 5.  Approval of Consent Calendar. 
 
Motion:  That the Board approves the Consent Calendar. 
Proposed by:  Jim Wood 
Seconded by:  Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
Item 6.  Report from Student Board Representatives. 
 
J. Theodoss introduced Hanna Marchini, the Student Board Representative of the Junior Class.  
She and returning representative senior Kevin Fitzgerald reported on the following: 
 

1. Montville Public Schools welcomed back students on August 26th. 
2. The ECE Maritime Studies class visited the Mystic Seaport on September 12th, and 

boarded and explored schooners before the New London Schooner Festival. 
3. Seniors took their senior portraits throughout the summer through Art Rich Photography 

with the final session scheduled for September 19th. 
4. Photos for underclassmen and staff are scheduled for September 23rd and 24th. 
5. Montville High School’s Back to School Night shall be held on September 25th. 
6. Students are now capable of signing up for college visits through the Montville High 

School Counseling Department. 
7. Sophomores and juniors will be taking the PSAT on October 6th. 
8. The National Honor Society is collecting canned goods for the Montville Food; donation 

boxes are in classrooms. 
9. The Montville cheerleaders held a car wash on September 7th at Fair Oaks School. 
10. The Montville volleyball held a car wash on September 14th to raise funds for the 

upcoming season. 
11. The American Studies II class is participating in a Grandma’s Country Pie fundraiser 

from September 13th to October 17th. 
12. The Class of 2015 is selling food from the Gourmet Café Catalogue from September 18th 

until October 3rd. 
 
Item 7.  Unfinished business. 
 

a. Discussion and possible action of the District Community Relations Plan. 
 
B. Levesque reported on the District Community Relations Plan as follows: 
 

 The district would benefit from working with the consultant since 1) there 
is a contract in place and 2) the Board can meet with the consultant to 
have him shape the work the Board wants him to do. 

 There is a benefit for having a community newsletter. 
 To receive input for redesign of the school district logo. 

 
S. Berardy suggested that the Board meets as a whole with the consultant at a special meeting. 
 
Item 8.  New Business. 

a. Consideration and action to appoint the new Director of Special Services. 
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B. Levesque reported that D. Maynard’s last day with the district is October 11, 2013, and said 
that the district was appreciative of all that she has done in the area of Special Services.  He 
further said that a search committee, which included Board members S. Berardy and B. Mitchell, 
met and that Mark Johnson was chosen to replace D. Maynard as Director of Special Services.  
M. Johnson commented that he was “proud to carry on the work” and that it is a “great 
opportunity” for him. 
 
Motion: That the Board appoints Mark Johnson as the new Director of Special 

Services. 
 
Proposed by: Sandra Berardy 
Seconded by: Bob Mitchell 
Vote:  Carried unanimously 
 

b. Consideration and action to approve the Annual Report for 2012-13 and forward it to 
the Mayor. 

Motion: That the Board approves the 2012-13 Annual Report and forwards it to the 
Mayor. 

 
Proposed by: Tom McNally 
Seconded by: Jim Wood 
Vote:  Carried unanimously 
 

c. Report of the 2013 CMT/CAPT testing. 
 
L. Pallin reported on the 2013 CMT/CAPT testing report.   She commented on new tests (STAR 
and Smarter Balance) and the new curriculum to “improve student achievement in a broader 
sense, not just CAPT/CMT” at all grade levels.  L. Pallin spoke about tools within the district 
such as SMART Boards, tutoring during and after school, new teacher evaluations, common core 
standards, and the reinstitution of summer school at Tyl and MHS that are and will be used to 
help students reach and/or surpass goal. 
 

d. Update on CABE/CAPSS Convention, November 15 & 16, 2012, Mystic 
Marriott Hotel, Groton, Connecticut. 

 
B. Mitchell reported that he would be attending the convention and noted that Ann Bryant, the 
retired director of NSBA, would be the keynote speaker for the event.  He also asked that the 
Student Board Representatives be invited to the Saturday morning event. 
 

e. Consideration and action to nominate Robert R. Mitchell, Jr. for Vice President 
of CABE’s Government Relations Committee. 
 

Motion: That the Board nominates Robert R. Mitchell, Jr. for Vice President of 
CABE’s Government Relations Committee. 

Proposed by: Steve Loiler 
Seconded by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:  Carried 8-0; 1 abstention B. Mitchell 
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Item 8.  Committee and liaison reports. 

a. Policy (James Wood). 
 
J. Wood reported that a meeting was not held. 

 
b. Educational Evaluation (Robert Mitchell). 

 
B. Mitchell reported that no meeting was held but one would be scheduled in October. 

 
c. Montville Education Foundation (Steve Loiler). 

 
S. Loiler reported that the annual golf tournament was successful, having raised approximately 
$8,000. 

 
d. LEARN (Deborah Reed-Iler). 

 
D. Reed-Iler reported that at the LEARN meeting this month there was a presentation by the 
Special Education Director.  She also reported that the LEARN director was working on a new 
mission/vision statement and has reached out to stakeholders about it.  The next meeting is 
November 1st. 
 

e. CABE/NSBA (Robert Mitchell). 
 
B. Mitchell reported that at the meeting on September 12 with the Commissioner and State Board 
of Education, it was noted that the State had yet to receive a waiver as to how to test students this 
year.  He also reported that with the new testing, a 20%-40% drop is expected in test scores. 

 
f. School Building Committee (Todd Pomazon). 

 
T. Pomazon reported that the State audit continues at Oakdale and Murphy schools as the State 
had requested additional information.  He further reported that MHS has yet to be audited and 
that further information has been requested from the project director. 

 
g. MetroCast Communications Advisory Council (Todd Pomazon). 

 
T. Pomazon reported that the next meeting is Wednesday, September 18 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

h. Montville Youth Services Bureau (Robert Mitchell). 
 
B. Mitchell reported that he was unable to attend the September meeting of the bureau as he was 
at CABE. 
 

i. Administrative Monthly Reports. 
 

j. Chair’s Remarks. 
 
D. Rowley reported that Cable Access Channel 22 will be up and running soon for the upcoming 
school year and new principal Allison Peterson and Teacher of the Year Ted Richmond will be 
interviewed.  He also reported negotiations continue with the Teamsters with the assistance of B. 
Levesque and K. Lamoureux. 
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k. Other. -- None 

Item 9.  Superintendent’s Report. 
 

a. Report from the Director of Student Services – Ms. Maynard. 
 
D. Rowley commented on D. Maynard’s “long and stellar career” with the district and thanked 
her for her years of dedicated service.  D. Maynard thanked the Board and her colleagues for her 
24 years of service that enabled her “to grow as an administrator and a professional.” 
 

b. Report from Interim Assistant Superintendent – Mrs. Pallin. 
 
L. Pallin gave a report on the following topics: 
 

 Project O After school Marine Studies Program:  The program meets on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. starting September 24th and running through 
December 3rd.  Students will embark on field excursions to study off-shore marine 
habitats.  There are four (4) applicants. 

 Grants:  The Title III grant is ready to be submitted.  The $500 Mobil grant can be spent 
on science or math supplies and will be used to purchase stereomicroscopes at MHS. 

 TEAM:  New teachers have all been assigned mentors and once they are all entered in the 
State program they will be ready to begin the State TEAM (Teacher Education and 
Mentoring Program) process. 

 Teacher Evaluation process:    The website was recently configured for our district.  
Yesterday, L. Pallin sent directions to teachers on use of the iObservation website, met 
with administrators to clarify the process, and plan for a half day of professional 
development this Friday.  On Friday teachers will complete the self-assessment process 
and set goals for improvement of their practice.  In October, they will set goals for 
student performance 
 
c. Monthly Update from Interim Superintendent – Mr. Levesque. 

 
 Oakdale Principal Search:  The posting for the new principal will go out tomorrow 

morning.  He is working now to secure an interim replacement beginning on October 7.  
We will need two BOE members to be on the hiring committee.  The screening of 
applications meeting will be on October 22 at 4 pm.  The first round interviews will be 
held on October 28 and 29.  He is confident that we will have an excellent pool of 
candidates to choose from. 

 FEMA Reimbursement:  We received a payment of $23,622.84 for money spent on snow 
removal from last winter’s blizzard.  These are funds that were expended in the 2012-
2013 budget.  As a result the funds have been returned to the Town. 

 Security Update:  The high school and Tyl are now operational with their card swipe 
entry systems.  Work is now being completed at Murphy.  All of the schools should be 
completed in the next few weeks.  The first Safety Committee meeting of the year will be 
held on Monday, September 23, and the focus of the meeting will be to discuss our 
upgrades to the security system.  We will also be discussing security procedures and 
making any necessary changes. 

 
Item 10.  Information items. -- None 
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Item 11.  Citizens comments (non-agenda items only). 
 
S. Berardy asked to have two items placed on the October Board agenda:  1) An update on the 
status of going out to bid for privatization of the Transportation Department; and 2) A report 
regarding the number of children in Montville who are attending magnet schools, what the cost is 
for the district, and why are parents choosing to leave our district in favor of attending a magnet 
school. 
 
Item 13.  Adjournment. 
 
Motion:  That the meeting is adjourned. 
Proposed by:  Jim Wood 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
David Rowley, Chair     Tom McNally, Secretary 
Montville Board of Education   Montville Board of Education 

 
Gloria J. Gathers, Recording Secretary 
 
Minutes Approved: _______________ 


