Town of Montville Parks & Recreation Commission
Wednesday, September 18, 2013, 6:30 p.m.
Town Council Chambers

MINUTES
1. Call to order--Meeting was called to order by Chairwoman, Eileen Cichese at 6:30

2. Roll Call--Present were Commissioners Cicchese, delaCruz, Geiler, Lavallie, Lawton,
Perkins, Ventresca. Also present were Director Bushway and Councilor Tanner. Absent
were Commissioners Berardy and Maffeo

3. Adjustments to the agenda--Commissioner Lawton asked if discussion regarding
scholarships for Parks and Recreation programs could be added. It was added under
New Business as letter C. Also added as item d under unfinished business was update
on the dog ordinance.

4. Remarks from the Public regarding items on the agenda with a three minute limit--No
comments made

5. To consider and act on a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 17,
2013--A motion was made by Commissioner Geiler to accept the minutes of July 17,
2013, Commissioner delaCruz 2nd. During discussion Chairwoman Cicchese requested
the following change be made to item number 10; the language "Carol's packet" to say
"Commissioner's packet". A vote was taken to accept the minutes with the changes and
it passes 6-0-1, Commissioner Ventresca abstained.

6. To consider and act on a motion to review and approve the Director’s Report for

September 2013--Chairwoman Cicchese asked if revenue is made on the Master's
Race, Director Bushway stated it is not designed to be a money maker, the Parks and
Recreation Department supplies the medals and Montville Rotary supplies shirts.
Commissioner Perkins suggested advertising the race more, she also asked about the
responsibility of folding sign located in front of Town Hall and who is supposed to
change the dates. The concert dates were never updated. Director Bushway said it was
his responsibility and he forgot to change it. Commissioner Lawton asked about
purchasing a banner to advertise the concerts and suggested locations to put the
banner up. Commissioner Geiler suggested purchasing a sign to advertise all events.
Chairwoman Cicchese tasked Director Bushway with researching prices of signs.
Commissioner Lawton made a motion to accept the Director's Report as written,
Commessioner LaVallie 2nd, motion carried unanimously.

7. Reports from Finance--No report

8. Unfinished Business



a. Summer Camp review--Commissioner Perkins inquired about the $900.00 under
Gatorade and water and where it is purchased from. Director Bushway informed the
Commission he purchases beverages at Walmart, he usually has to do a weekly run.
He has found Walmart to be less expensive than Pepsi or BJs. Drinks are sold for
$1.00 each, used as rewards for games or for children who forgot to bring a drink.
Chairwoman Cicchese inquired about the custodial fees from the BOE and asked if it
was new. Director Bushway informed the Commission the fee was due to the dance
recital which was held at 5:30 in the evening.

b. Dog Park Update--Director Bushway updated the Commission on a meeting which
was held with himself, Councilor Tanner, Lieutenant Bunnell, Sargent Martinez, ACO
Martel, Commissioner Berardy and Chairman of the Dog Park Committee, Chris
Lawton. The meeting was held at the Public Safety Building and was intended to flush
out the objections and concerns of those in attendance. There were 8 major areas of
concern amongst the group; 1) the number of calls, 2) lack of an ordinance in place, 3)
cost of insurance, 4) it becoming a place for children to hang out, 5) the demand of
services, financially, 6) concern about interference with the fair should it be resurrected,
7) visibility from the road and 8) enforcement and patrol. Director Bushway stated during
the meeting he heard the term "one more thing" many times, in reference to it being one
more item for the officers to oversee when the Police Department is currently
understaffed. Director Bushway stated although the dog park is not his first priority, he
does feel it is something that should be continued to be explored. At the meeting Mr.
Lawton reviewed the layout of the proposed park and was able to address many of the
groups concerns. Mr. Bushway did say there was a concern about fecal matter and
water supply. Mr. Bushway felt overall the meeting went well. Chairwoman Cicchese
asked who will be addressing the groups concerns such as the insurance question. Mr.
Bushway stated there would be no additional fees to the Town and overall there is no
substantial cost to the Town, it's just one more thing to monitor. Chairwoman Cicchese
asked what the next step would be and Mr. Bushway answered Mr. Lawton will
schedule another meeting and include Mr. Bordeau.

c. Holiday Parade date: December 7th--The parade is scheduled for Saturday,
December 7th at 5:30. This Saturday date is different than previous years when it has
been on a Sunday. This change is due to scheduling conflicts with other town's events
and the timing of Thanksgiving. Commissioners Perkins and Lawton expressed their
pleasure in the Saturday change. there was discussion about the date being Pearl
Harbor Day and Mr. Bushway stated he has asked the VFW to perform a service before
the parade ceremony. Commissioner Perkins inquired about possibly moving the time to
6:00 since there is no concern of work or school schedules. Due to the event already
being advertised as a 5:30 start it was thought best to keep it at 5:30 but may consider
the time change for next year.

d. Update of Dog Ordinance: Chairwoman Cicchese Asked if Commissioners were able
to review the information sent by Councilor Tanner regarding other towns ordinances. In
her review she found the Town of Berlin's ordinance to have the language which could
work for Montville. Commissioner Lawton expressed with an ordinance people aren't



aware of it when they enter through the parking lot. Chairwoman Cicchese said she will
take the lead on writing a draft ordinance along with Commissioners Lavallie and
delaCruz's help with revising. Commissioner delaCruz also mentioned to be sure the
word is out about the ordinance she will contact the Montville Times to ask about
running an article on it.

9. New Business

a. Fall Community Booklet aka Montville Events--Chairwoman Cicchese inquired about
who changed the name of the brochure. Mr. Bushway states the publishing company
changed the name. There was discussion about the picture used on the cover, Lake
Hayward in Salem, and it not being a Montville site. Mr. Bushway stated the pic he
had submitted as a cover photo was not able to be used due to sizing issues. He
stated he had a meeting with the publishing company due to the many issues with
the publication. Another concern was Mr. Bushway was told the Town wouldn't have
to pay postage and they did have to pay for it. Commissioner Lawton asked if we
would be using them again and Mr. Bushway stated yes. He feels it was an
adjustment period and thinks the company will do fine next time.

b. Trick or Trunk--Commissioner Lawton stated she is getting the signs from Camaro
Signs, they will be 2-sided and she ordered 3 more. She has secured donations from
Pepsi and Coke and the revenue from drink sales will be used to purchase candy next
year. She informed the Commission that P&H Construction donated a port-a-potty for
the evening. All The Right Moves asked if they could do a dance, Mr. Bushway and
Commissioner Lawton will meet with them to discuss placement and sound system.
Commissioner LaVallie asked why they couldn't use our sound system. Commissioner
Lawton explained the issues of last year's events and why it didn't work. Commissioner
Cicchese suggested if All The Right Moves does a dance they should also consider
doing a trunk. She also stated if having a show during the event is too stressful, lets just
not do it. There was discussion about opening up the entire parking lot. Chairwoman
Cicchese asked what changes were made regarding the concerns of last year.
Commissioner Lawton reported the changes made from last year's event are the sound
system, the port-a-potty and turning people away. Commissioner Lawton has spoken
with Lieutenant Bunnell and the need to be clear once the lot is full. A count of spaces
of the lot for trunks needs to be done. Commissioner Geiler will be in charge of parking,
he will be with the Lions directing traffic. Stop and Shop donated bags for participants
and Parks and Recreation will not be handing out candy this year as it is too much to
run the event and man the table. Councilor Tanner brought forth a concern she was
approached with regarding the vendors at the events and how they were chosen. She
explained she had been in contact with Pa's Pizza who is not happy about not being
able to sell pizza and another vendor being allowed to. Commissioner Lawton explained
in great detail her conversations with Pa's Pizza to the Commission and explained she
expressed to Pa's that due to the other vendor only being a pizza vendor she offered for
them to sell another food item. They will be selling chowder. Discussion then switched
to possibly charging food vendors starting next year.



c. Scholarships--Commissioner Lawton brought forth a concern she was approached
with. Why doesn't Parks and Recreation offer discounts or scholarships to those
experiencing a hardship. Mr. Bushway stated he does schedule payment plans with
families who come to him. Commissioner LaVallie stated there is a family max fee in
place. Mr. Bushway stated a pure scholarship fund would require the Town to create a
line item in the budget, the funds would need to come from somewhere. There was
discussion around who would be eligible for a scholarship and how would it be proven.
Chairwoman Cicchese stated RecTrak does allow payments to be broken down.
Commissioner LaVallie stated the Commission has never approved "full scholarships".
Commissioner Perkins suggested changing the wording from scholarships to hardships
fee.

11. Correspondence--Tina Jones from Social Services asked if Parks and Recreation
would donate another Zumba class. Due to the Zumba program being up in the air, (?)
made a motion to donate a gift certificate up to $50 to be used toward a Parks and
Recreation program. Commissioner Lawton 2nd, motion carried unanimously.

12. Facilities Requests--No requests
13. Remarks from the Public--No comments

14. Remarks from the Commissioners--Commissioner Perkins commented that there
was an incident at Camp Oakdale with Opening Day for Soccer and Youth Football's
picture day. The parking was terrible and she heard many complaints. She was
wondering how that could happen, who schedules the fields. Mr. Bushway stated he is
responsible for field scheduling. He said football gave him their schedule, which they
had games that evening, but did not give him their picture schedule, he had no idea
they had photos scheduled. Commissioner Perkins also reported while she was at
Camp Oakdale she was talking with an out of town parent and they were pleased with
our facility and bathroom.

Commissioner delaCruz said she is looking forward to Trick or Trunk. She suggested a
pumpkin decorating event earlier in the day on the date of Trick or Trunk. Her idea
included participants bringing food or a toy for the Montville Animal Shelter.

Commissioner LaVallie commented the high school holds a cross country meet at
Camp Oakdale, he suggested closing the fields until 6:00 on that day.

15. Remarks from Town Council Liaison, Laura Tanner--no comment

16. Adjournment--Motion made by Commissioner delaCruz to adjourn, Commissioner
Lawton 2nd, motion carried unanimously and meeting adjourned at 8:41.



