
TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
MEETING OF BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
Tuesday, November 19, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2012-13 Board of Education Goal: 

 
To engage in a cycle of continuous improvement to ensure all students are educated with 

high standards and achieve at the highest levels of learning in the Montville Public Schools. 
 
 
Item 1.  Call to order. 
 
Interim Superintendent of Schools Brian Levesque called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Montville High School Library/Media Center.  Board members present were Carrie T. Baxter, 
Deborah Reed-Iler, Steve Loiler, Robert Mitchell, Jr., Kim Navetta, Todd Pomazon, David 
Rowley, Valerie Smith, and James Wood. 
 
Also present were Director of Special Services Mark Johnson, Business Manager Kathy 
Lamoureux, Administrators Jason Daly, Mary Jane Dix, Amy Espinoza, Will Klinefelter, Jill 
Mazzalupo, Heather Mileski, Tanya Patten, Allison Peterson, Eileen Richmond, and Jeff 
Theodoss; MEA President Joel Farrior, Student Board Representatives Kevin Fitzgerald and 
Hanna Marchini; Town Councilors William “Billy” Caron, Thomas McNally, Laura Tanner, and 
Liaison Joe Jaskiewicz. 
 
Item 2.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Motion: That the Board nominates David Rowley as chair of the Board of Education. 
 
Proposed by:  Kim Navetta 
Seconded by:  Bob Mitchell 
Vote by Ballot:  9-0; all in favor, carried unanimously 
 
Motion: That the Board nominates Carrie Baxter as secretary of the Board of 

Education. 
 
Proposed by:  Bob Mitchell 
Seconded by:  Steve Loiler 
Vote by Ballot:  9-0; all in favor, carried unanimously 
 
Committee Assignments: 
 

Educational Evaluation:   Bob Mitchell, Carrie Baxter, Deb Reed-Iler 
Valerie Smith, Todd Pomazon * 
 

Policy Committee   Jim Wood, Steve Loiler, Kim Navetta 
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 CABE Representative   Bob Mitchell 
 Montville Youth Services 
 
 LEARN Representative   Carrie Baxter 
 
 Montville Education Foundation  Steve Loiler 
 
 School Building Committee  Todd Pomazon 
 Metrocast Advisory Council 
 
*The disparity will be discussed after tonight’s meeting, per D. Rowley.  See agenda Item 11. 
 
D. Rowley publicly congratulated J. Jaskiewicz for his reelection and appointment as Town 
Council Chair.  He also congratulated Town Council incumbents Laura Tanner and Billy Caron 
as well as newly elected Town Councilor Tom McNally, former Board Secretary. 
 
Presentation:  A) Montville Marvels. 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Education acknowledge the following students, teachers and 
community members in the areas noted: 
 
Leonard J. Tyl Middle School:  Principal Mary Jane Dix and Assistant Principal Will 
Klinefelter recognized Grace Carlos, Darrick Deveau, Jarrett Howard, Kenneth Kramer, Xavier 
Larkie, Nicole Scovish, and Caitlyn Withey for being members of the Montville Youth Action 
Council who develop and promote responsibility, leadership, interest in the community and 
positive social development through active participation in the formation, coordination, and 
delivery in the community projects, fundraising, and social/recreational activities.  Mady 
Whittaker was also recognized for being hardworking, kind, conscientious, and a role model, as 
well as an outstanding athlete.  Board members Jim Wood presented these certificates. 
 
Montville High School:  Principal Jeff Theodoss and Assistant Principals Jason Daly and Tanya 
Patten recognized Tsering Dolma for her exceptional academic achievement and her commitment 
to community service.  Jeffrey Cregeur was also recognized for his exceptional academic 
achievement and outstanding achievement in the area of music.  These certificates were presented 
by Board member Kim Navetta. 
 
Palmer Academy:  Principal Heather Mileski recognized Mike Silver for single handedly 
preparing the building for the start of the school year and maintaining a spotless facility 
throughout the year.   Board member Valerie Smith presented this certificate. 
 
Presentation:  B) Dr. Charles E. Murphy School – STAR Assessment. 
 
Principal Amy Espinoza gave a PowerPoint presentation on the STAR Assessment by 
Renaissance Learning that will replace Smarter Balance for grades 2-10.  For instructional 
purposes, the assessment provides guides on how to give and review tests and progress 
monitoring.  Training for the assessment began in September and included staff from each 
elementary school.  This assessment complements Common Core and will replace the CMT and 
the CAPT assessments within the district. 
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Item 3.  Hearing of delegates and citizens (regarding agenda items only).  
 
Town Councilor J. Jaskiewicz asked for a detailed explanation of Item 8.c on the agenda. 
 
Item 4:  Letters and communications. 
 
C. Baxter reported on a letter from the Association of School Business Officials International 
commending Kathy Lamoureux for her recent achievement of the Certified Administrator of 
School Finance and Operations® (SFO®) certification. 
 
Item 5.  Approval of Consent Calendar. 
 
Motion: That the Board approves the Consent Calendar. 
 
Proposed by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Seconded by: Jim Wood 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
Item 6.  Report from Student Board Representatives. 
 
The Student Board Representatives Kevin Fitzgerald and Hanna Marchini reported on the 
following: 
 

1. H. Marchini welcomed the new Board members. 
2. Spirit Week was successful, especially orange and black day. 
3. October 19th was the annual Homecoming Dance sponsored by the Student 

Government and over 250 students from MHS and other schools attended. 
4. Open House for 7th and 8th graders was held on October 24th where representatives 

from the school departments, sports, and clubs showcased MHS to the upcoming 
students.  The event was sponsored by Student Government who conducted tours for 
students and their parents. 

5. On October 27th, Student Government sponsored a “pink” spirit day to honor breast 
cancer awareness with above average participation. 

6. Mr. Richmond’s AP Language Class took a field trip to New London on October 27th 
to see a performance of Macbeth—an unusual production, as it was held in a church 
basement and physically performed in the center of the room with the audience 
encircling the actors. 

7. College Planning Night was held on November 6th sponsored by the Counseling 
Department. 

8. MHS English Language Learner student Xukia (Jack) Cao achieved a perfect score of 
800 points on his math SAT.  Dr. Ming-Wei Lu said that less than 0.024% of high 
school students in the U.S. achieve a perfect math score on the SAT.  Jack is currently 
applying to top engineering colleges and universities.  Congratulations to Jack! 

9. The annual Dodge Ball Tournament sponsored by the American Studies II class will 
run from November 18-21 to raise funds for an annual overnight trip to NYC. 

10. This year’s Drama Club production, Lend Me a Tenor, will be held on December 6th 
and 7th at 7:00 p.m. 

11. College applications for seniors are due soon. 
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12. The MHS Counseling Department will host a college Financial Aid Night on 
December 12 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

13. After-school tutoring for math and English is being offered on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday afternoons. 

14. Fall sports are closing their season with results as follows: 
Girls soccer:   8-7-2 with Abby McAdams, Paige Skinner, Emily 

Irwin, and Stefanie Szot all earning state and ECC 
honors. 

Boys soccer: 15-4 with Nick Strecker, Cory Meigs, Tomas 
McDaniel, Rohan Parekh, Stephen Rogers, Gabe 
Diaz and Josh Handler all receiving ECC honors. 

Volleyball:  8-9 with Gabby Iaconiello, Taylor Penman, and 
Allie Contillo receiving ECC honors. 

Girls Cross Country: 5-6 
Boys Cross Country: 6-5 with Daniel Linkinhoker placing on the ECC 1st 

Team 
15. “The Marching Indians” wrapped up their competitive season on October 26th, 

winning 4th place (1A) at the US Bands New England States Championship.  The 
Color Guard, under the direction of Jen Kollwitz, won Best Guard in the 1A Division. 

16. On November 20th, the Chili’s Cheerleading Fundraiser will take place and for every 
dining party that brings a “MHS Give Back Night” flyer with them, 10% of the sales 
will be donated to MHS Cheerleading. 

17. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, there will be open gym for high school students who 
wish to practice recreational basketball. 

18. Winter sports are beginning to start their season with recent meetings for girls 
basketball, indoor track, and color guard. 

19. On Thursday, November 14th, at 6:00 p.m., there was a parent/wrestler meeting in the 
MHS Cafeteria for all prospective wrestlers. 

D. Rowley praised K. Fitzgerald for his article in The Chieftain entitled, “How Montville 
Prepares for Municipal Elections.”  He also suggested that K. Fitzgerald consider writing about 
the Board and other Town events. 
 
D. Reed-Iler asked thanked the Student Board Representatives for their participation at the recent 
CABE Convention. 
 
Item 7.  Unfinished business. -- None 
 
Item 8.  New Business. 
 

a. Consideration and action to appoint the new principal of Oakdale Elementary 
School. 

 
B. Levesque announced that Elementary Special Education Program Leader Jill Mazzalupo is the 
candidate being brought forward for the principal for Oakdale Elementary School.  He mentioned 
that J. Mazzalupo not only attended Oakdale School but was also a graduate of Montville High 
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School and has been a teacher in the district since 2000.  B. Levesque added that she was one of 
30 applicants for the position and was found to be the “best candidate for the job.” 
 
 Motion: That the Board appoints Jill Mazzalupo as the new principal of Oakdale 

Elementary School. 
 
Proposed by: Bob Mitchell 
Seconded by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 

b. Consideration and action to adopt the proposed schedule of Board of Education 
meetings for 2014, and file the schedule with the Town Clerk prior to December 
31, 2013. 

 
Motion: That the Board adopts the proposed schedule of Board of Education meetings 

for 2014, and files the schedule with the Town Clerk prior to December 31, 2013. 
 
Proposed by: Steve Loiler 
Seconded by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 

c. Consideration and action to approve Policy #5118, Nonresident Attendance as 
recommended by the Policy Committee at their October 15, 2013, meeting. 

 
J. Wood explained that policy was brought to the committee by B. Levesque a few months ago 
and it requires that no nonresident student from another district may enroll in the Montville 
district school unless the district has a relationship or formal agreement in place.  B. Levesque 
further explained that the request came from a parent and that the policy would protect the Board 
without taking on the high cost for special education students. 
 
Motion: The Board approves Policy #5118, Nonresident Attendance as recommended 

by the Policy Committee at their October 15, 2013 meeting. 
 
Proposed by: Jim Wood 
Seconded by: Bob Mitchell 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 

d. Apprisal of a field trip:  Tyl Middle School Eight Grade Trip,, Washington, 
D.C., May 27, 2014 – May 20, 2014, 95 students. 
 

The Board was apprised of this trip.  B. Levesque stated that the trip is an annual one and 
congratulated J. Farrior for his participation. 
 

e. Consideration and action to review/approve the Agreement between the 
Montville Board of Education and the Montville Education Association (MEA), 
reopened for the purpose of negotiating health, supplementary pay, and salary 
for the final year of the Agreement (2014-2015). 
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Motion: That the Board approves the Agreement between the Montville Board of 

Education and the Montville Education Association (MEA), reopened for the 
purpose of negotiating health, supplementary pay, and salary for the final year 
of the Agreement (2014-2015). 

Proposed by: Steve Loiler 
Seconded by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
B. Levesque thanked D. Reed-Iler and J. Wood for their participation in the negotiation process 
and recognized the MEA for their efforts, as well.  He said that there was “give and take” on both 
sides. 
 
Item 9.  Committee and liaison reports. 
 

a. Policy (James Wood).  
 

J. Wood reported there no meeting was held this evening but one will be scheduled for next 
month. 
 

b. Educational Evaluation (Robert Mitchell). 
 

B. Mitchell reported that no meeting was held this evening. 
 

c. Montville Education Foundation (Steve Loiler). 
 

S. Loiler reported that the MEF continues to work on an upcoming fundraiser with more 
information to follow.  He also commented that the MEF grant application has been updated 
making it more user friendly in hopes of receiving more grant requests.  S. Loiler also said that 
the subcommittees were updated. 

 
d. LEARN (Carrie Baxter). 

 
D. Reed-Iler reported that C. Baxter attended the recent meeting with her and heard the financial 
audit.  C. Baxter reported that they also heard a presentation from Madison about interesting 
perspectives on Common Core. 
 

e. CABE/NSBA (Robert Mitchell). 
 

B. Mitchell commented that last week was the CABE conference and that plans have started for 
next year’s conference.  He also reported that the NSBA conference will be held in New Orleans 
in April of next year.  He added that he has been appointed as the new CABE vice-president of 
governmental affairs and will attend the event early as a delegate. 

 
f. School Building Committee (Todd Pomazon). 

 
T. Pomazon reported that the State has done a preliminary review of Murphy and Oakdale which 
he read into the record. 

 
g. MetroCast Communications Advisory Council (Todd Pomazon). 
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T. Pomazon reported that the next meeting is tomorrow, November 20th. 
 

h. Montville Youth Services Bureau (Robert Mitchell). 
 

B. Mitchell reported that a pie-eating contest was being held tonight.  He also said the Bureau 
does a good job and the children who attend are great. 
 

i. Administrative Monthly Reports. 
 

D. Reed-Iler asked about the marketing for 8th graders at the recent Open House and questioned 
H. Mileski about project-based learning.  C. Baxter commented on the efficiency of the reports, 
the inclusion of Common Core components in the reports, and offered her assistance with 
governmental matters.  J. Theodoss reported that letters are being sent to parents, articles on the 
website, and other marketing plans are being implemented to present information to students and 
parents about MHS.  J. Farrior commented on a mock trial collaborative effort between Tyl and 
MHS that has created interest.  D. Rowley asked all principals to include in their next monthly 
report information about participation in American Education Week. 

 
j. Chair’s Remarks. 

 
D. Rowley reported the following: 
 

 He recently interviewed B. Levesque and M. Johnson on Cable Access Channel 22 and 
that he plans to interview new Board members Kim Navetta and Valerie Smith on 
Thursday, November 21st.  He added that J. Mazzalupo and L. Pallin are on his list to be 
interviewed. 
 

 D. Rowley also reported on the plaque received by the Board from CABE, the Board of 
Distinction Award for 2013, and its addition to Level II—he reviewed the requirements 
for this distinction.  He further commented that the honor bestows the Board with one 
free CABE workshop. 
 
k. Other. -- None 
 

Item 10.  Superintendent’s Report. 
 

a. Report from the Director of Student Services – Mr. Johnson. 
 

M. Johnson reported the following: 
   

 The department is improving its capacity to meet the mental health needs of the students.  
He said it is not a sign of particular issues within the system as much as good practice.  
To that end, J. Mazzalupo, E. Richmond, and he met with representatives from UCFS to 
discuss the services that they offer that would benefit the school community. 
 

 K. Howard and P. Green attended a School Safety Conference and shared their new 
learning with the Mental Health Team. 
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 K. Howard and A. Richter are attending a training opportunity at Montville’s Public 
Safety Building in December.  The title of the training is Youth Mental Health First Aid 
Training provided free of charge by the Southeastern Regional Action Council.  The 
training is actually a certification course. 

b. Report from Interim Assistant Superintendent – Mrs.  Pallin. 
 

B. Levesque reported that L. Pallin was absent from the meeting because she was attending the 
Teacher of the Year ceremony in Hartford with Ted Richmond, the district’s 2014 Teacher of the 
Year designee. 
 

c. Monthly Update. 
 

B. Levesque reported to the Board on the following: 
 

  Technology Grant:  The district has been awarded a technology grant in the amount of 
$147,828 that will be used to purchase computer equipment and switches that are needed 
for the implementation of SBAC.  The total grant request was $217,984.  A request will 
be made to transfer $50,000 from employee benefits in December to be able to fully fund 
our portion of the grant.  He and K. Lamoureux have been meeting regularly to project 
the spending and they are confident that this line item will be under spent. 
 

 Security Grant:  The district has been awarded approximately $266,000 from the State’s 
security grant.  The work for the security grant was paid for with funds from the 2012-
2013 budget.  As a result, these funds will be returned to the Town. 
 

 Working in conjunction with the Town, the Board locked in its heating oil, diesel fuel, 
and midgrade gasoline for the 2013-2014 fiscal year on November 8, 2013.  The prices 
for the gallons that were purchased are; $3.14 for heating oil, $3.16 for diesel fuel, and 
$3.08 for midgrade gasoline, excluding taxes.  Additionally, a performance bond has 
been secured for this purchase to protect the Board from risk in nonperformance.  The 
2013-2014 budget reflected an anticipated cost of $3.50 per gallon of each of these 
commodities.  Our natural gas has not been locked in with Santa Energy because of the 
premium they have quoted to secure a fixed price for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 

Item 11. Information items. 
 
D. Rowley commented that issue regarding the Policy Committee would be resolved with S. 
Loiler, K. Navetta, and V. Smith after the meeting. 

Item 12.  Citizens comments (non-agenda items only). 
 
D. Rowley asked three times for citizens comments.  There were none. 
 
Item 13. Adjournment. 
 
Motion: That the meeting is adjourned. 
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Proposed by: Steve Loiler 
Seconded by: Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
David Rowley, Chair     Carrie T. Baxter, Secretary 
Montville Board of Education   Montville Board of Education 

 
Gloria J. Gathers, Recording Secretary 
 
Minutes Approved: _______________ 


