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Town of Montville Parks & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, December 18, 2013 

6:30 p.m. – Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 
 
 

1. Call to order 
Vice Chairman Scott LaVallie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. after establishing a quorum. 

2. Roll Call 
Present were Commissioners Joseph Berardy, Nancy Delacruz, Scott LaVallie, Kerri Lawton, 
Kristin Ventresca, and Karen Perkins.  Absent were Commissioners Eileen Cicchese, Richard 
Geiler, and Gilbert Maffeo. Also present was Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner. 

3. Adjustments to the agenda — none. 

4. Remarks from the Public regarding items on the agenda with a three-minute limit — none. 

5. To consider and act on a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of November 20, 2013. 
Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Ventresca.  Discussion: 
None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Motion carried. 

6. To consider and act on a motion to review and approve the Director’s Report for December 2013. 
Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Delacruz.  Discussion: In 
response to Commissioner Delacruz’ question regarding the status of the coaches for the basketball 
league, Vice Chairman LaVallie was unsure, but thought that the league had acquired enough 
coaches or are, at least, very close to it.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Motion carried. 

7. Reports from Finance  
Vice Chairman LaVallie reported that he received a request from Recreation Director Peter 
Bushway to transfer $15.32 (fifteen dollars and thirty-two cents) from Programs to Advertising 
due to an overage caused by the Thank You ad in the paper and the ads for the Holiday Parade. 
Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Delacruz, to transfer $15.32 
(fifteen dollars and thirty-two cents) from Account #53038 to Account #53008.  Discussion:  
None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Motion carried.  

8. Unfinished Business 
a. Camp Oakdale Little League Field 

Discussion regarding Camp Oakdale Little League Field ensued so as to provide Public Works 
Director Don Bourdeau a synopsis of the Commission’s thoughts and concerns prior to his 
attendance at the next meeting.  Concerns include taking down the rusty backstop, leveling the 
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field, and leaving the fence so that it may be used as an additional practice field for lacrosse 
and soccer.  Commissioner Berardy questioned whether portable backstops might be a 
possibility.  Commissioner Perkins noted that the facility does have a main softball field which 
is used by the Montville Little League as a practice field, but play their games at the Gallivan 
Lane and MALL fields.  Other teams who rent the field for baseball/softball will usually rent 
the main softball field.  Commissioner Berardy noted that there might also be some scrap metal 
value in the backstop.  Vice Chairman LaVallie felt that if the field is not being utilized to its 
fullest, but can be with minor changes, they should then opt to make the necessary adjustments. 

b. Town Hall Sign 
Aware that a permanent Town Hall sign will need approval by the Planning & Zoning 
Commission, Commissioner Perkins wished to ensure that discussion regarding the placement 
of a permanent sign remain on the agenda.  The location of the sign can be adjusted depending 
upon the property lines.  The current chaining of the sign provides a negative representation of 
the Town.  Discussion regarding the logistics of State vs. Town property, the proper setback 
for safety as outlined by the Planning & Zoning Commission, the size, type, cost, and funding 
of the sign will be need to be determined and discussed with Mr. Bushway at the next meeting.  
Commissioner Perkins volunteered to speak with the Planning & Zoning Commission 
regarding the sign.  Vice Chairman LaVallie stated that the item will remain on the agenda. 

9. New Business 
a. Nominations 

Vice Chairman LaVallie stated that the Nomination Committee met and nominated the 
following Commissioners: 

Chairperson:  Scott LaVallie 
Vice Chairperson: Kerri Lawton 
Secretary: Nancy Delacruz 

Vice Chairman LaVallie asked if there were any additional nominations.   

Motion made by Commissioner Delacruz, seconded by Commissioner Berardy, to accept the 
proposed slate.  Discussion:  Vice Chairman announced that an official vote will be taken at the 
next meeting to either accept or deny the above nominations.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  
Motion passed. 

b. Amendment of the 2014 Meeting Dates 
Vice Chairman LaVallie noted that that the October 15 meeting conflicts with the Town 
Council Regular Meeting.  He presented the following options: 
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(1) Meet in Room 203 instead of Town Council Chambers.  Both Councilor Tanner and the 
Recording Secretary will need to depart early from the meeting so that they may attend the 
Town Council meeting. 

(2) Change the meeting date to the Wednesday, October 22, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. and meet in 
Town Council Chambers. 

Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Ventresca, to move the 
meeting date to Wednesday, October 22, 2014, 6:30 p.m., Town Council Chambers.  
Discussion:  Commissioner Perkins felt that Councilor Tanner’s remarks can be moved up to 
the beginning of the meeting to accommodate her schedule.  Voice vote, 5-1.  Voting in Favor:  
Commissioners Joseph Berardy, Nancy Delacruz, Scott LaVallie, Kerri Lawton, and Kristin 
Ventresca.  Voting in Opposition:  Commissioner Perkins.  Motion passed. 

10. Communications 
Per the Commission’s request for any questions, thoughts, or concerns be presented to the 
Commission in writing, Commissioner Ventresca recited an e-mail she received from Mr. Mark 
Tibbetts, a concerned citizen, long-time resident, parent and athletic coach who utilizes and visits 
the facilities, regarding the flow of traffic in the parking lot at Camp Oakdale.  He felt that the 
organization of the parking lot is in need of adjustment as the current situation clearly poses a 
potential safety hazard.  He requested the Commission seek to improve the flow of traffic so that 
children may safely travel in the parking lot.  He suggested providing an access route to the lower 
end of the parking area closest to the entrance of Camp Oakdale and allowing the diversion of 
traffic into the parking area to flow into this new route.  The current access route could remain 
open for emergencies and/or times of heavy traffic.  Discussion ensued regarding the possible 
solutions, some of which were discussed in the past, including creating a separate entrance and 
exit, installing speed bumps to slow down the traffic, and moving the crosswalk. 
Vice Chairman LaVallie stated that this item will be added to next month’s agenda feasible options 
for a safer way to enter and exit Camp Oakdale will be discussed with Mr. Bourdeau.  
Commissioner Ventresca will also follow-up with Mr. Tibbetts and invite him to the meeting. 

11. Remarks from the Public — none. 

12. Remarks from the Commissioners 
Commissioner Perkins wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

Commissioner Lawton also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and requested that the Dog 
Ordinance, which Commissioner Cicchese is drafting, be added for discussion at next month’s 
agenda.  Vice Chairman LaVallie noted that the item was inadvertently left off of the agenda and 
that Commissioner Cicchese had provided him with the recommended language for the Ordinance.  
The item will be placed on the next agenda under Unfinished Business. 
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Commissioner Delacruz reported that the Parade went very well.  Though understandable, she is 
disappointed that the Drunken Palette will not be returning for another session.  She also reported 
that Town Council Chairman Jaskiewicz complained of the poor lighting at the Parade.  She is 
busy working on spring activities. 

Commissioner Berardy suggested the possibility of recruiting a volunteer to safely guide children 
through the parking lot during peak periods.  Chairman LaVallie felt that this would be too 
difficult due to the varied times of the games as well as the difficulty of recruiting volunteers.  
Commissioner Berardy announced that sand is available behind Fair Oaks free for use on 
driveways and/or walkways.  

Commissioner LaVallie wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year.  He congratulated Commissioner Delacruz on her award. 

13. Remarks from Town Council Liaison, Laura Tanner 
Councilor Tanner thanked and commended everyone for his or her hard work on the Parade, which 
had a good turnout, especially at the sing-along.  In response to Town Council Chairman 
Jaskiewicz, she did not see a problem with the lighting, but felt that it was better than usual due to 
the lighting from the fire truck.  She felt that Commissioner Perkins’ idea regarding the 
dismantling of the field was a great idea as more problems have arisen due to the lack of soccer 
and lacrosse fields.  She congratulated the Commissioners who were nominated and was ensured 
by Vice Chairman LaVallie that Chairman Cicchese will continue to serve on the Commission.  
She believed the entrance to Camp Oakdale had been previously investigated and the possibility of 
moving the entrance to the middle of the parking lot to ease the traffic discussed.  She, too, 
expressed her sadness with the discontinuation of the Drunken Palette.  She attended their last 
event, which, unbeknownst to her at the time, was a Parks & Recreation event.  Approximately 8 
(eight) residents attended the event and the instructor thanked the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  In response to a question presented to her by one of the Councilors, she confirmed 
that ABC Gymnastics, not Nick Checker, was being used for the Gymnastics Program.  She 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year. 

14. Adjournment 
Motion made by Commissioner Berardy, seconded by Commissioner Lawton, to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:07 p.m.  Discussion:  None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 

 
AN AUDIO RECORD OF THE MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE 


