
 
Town of Montville Public Safety Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 27, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 
Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 

 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Commissioner Jetmore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
Present at the meeting were Commissioners Gary Allyn, Joseph DePasquale, Steve Loiler, James Moran, 
and Dave Jetmore.  Also present was Mayor Ronald McDaniel, Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner, Lt. 
Leonard Bunnell, Resident State Trooper Sgt. Martin Martinez, and Chesterfield Fire Chief Keith Truex.  
Absent were Commissioner Eric Rousseau and Fire Marshal Ray Occhialini. 
 
4. Amendments to the Agenda. 
 
Mayor McDaniel asked that Fire Chief Truex be given the opportunity under New Business to report on 
the 2014- 2015 budget proposal for the Chesterfield Fire Company as he missed the special meeting on 
January 6th. 
 
5. Communications 
 

a. Copies of monthly statistics reports from the Fire Marshal, Fire Departments, Police 
Department, Animal Control and Building Official. 

 
Lt. Bunnell distributed copies of the Police Department Calls for Service Report ending December 31, 
2013, and the Annual Report for FY 2012-2013, Handouts 1 and 2, respectively.  Mayor McDaniel 
reported that Fire Marshal Occhialini was vacationing. 
 
6. Approval of Regular Meeting minutes of December 16, 2013 and Special Meeting minutes 

of January 6, 2014 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Allyn, seconded by Commissioner Loiler to approve the December 16, 
2013, minutes as submitted.  Discussion, none; voice vote 4-0-1, Commissioner Jetmore abstained; 
motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore stated that Commissioner DePasquale would prepare the minutes for the Special 
Meeting of January 6, 2014. 
 
7. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
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8. Remarks from Department Heads  
 
Lt Bunnell reported on the following items: 
 

 The new vehicle, a Ford SVU has arrived. 
 The Ride-Along Program Policy, Handout #3, has been completed and incorporates suggestions 

addressed by others. 
 
9. Reports from Committees and Public Safety Liaisons -- None 
 
Commissioner DePasquale reported that the ad-hoc committee met earlier that evening regarding the 
Town Council charge to investigate the feasibility of establishing an organized police department and that 
he would meet again with Councilor Tanner in the near future. 
 
10. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Continued discussion of Ride-Along Program for the PD and action on a policy for the 
same.  

 
Motion made by Commissioner Jetmore, seconded by Commissioner Moran to approve the Ride-Along 
Program policy as written.  Discussion, none; vote 5-0, all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore thanked Lt. Bunnell for his work on the policy. 
 

b. Report and update from the Mayor on the purchase of a K-9dog. 
 
Mayor McDaniel reported that the K-9 dog program would go forward.  He stated that a new training 
class will be held in the spring and mentioned again that an anonymous sponsor has offered to purchase 
the dog.  The program currently hinges on clarification of fund monies versus donation monies. 
 

c. Modify the current policy on police uniforms to include the newly purchased lime green 
“construction type” shirts and vest for road jobs. 

 
Lt. Bunnell reported that the policy is still a work in progress. 
 

d. Town Counsel Charge approved 12-9-13:  THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE HEREBY 
RESOLVES to form an ad-hoc committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing an 
organized police department. The charge of this committee will be to look into the cost and 
feasibility of changing from a resident trooper program to an independent organized police 
department. This committee shall consist of 9 members and the make-up will be as follows: 
(2) members from the Town Council, (2) members from the Public Safety Commission, (5) 
members at large having no ties to the current police force or other political organization 
within the town of Montville. Once established this committee will report back to the Town 
council within 90 days after their first meeting with their findings, cost estimates and other 
pertinent information. 

 
This agenda item was discussed earlier this evening. 
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11. New Business 
 
Chesterfield Fire Chief Truex apologized for missing the budget special meeting.  He then commented on 
the proposed 2014-2015 fire house budget, Handout #4, that increased by 2.7% from the current year 
budget.  The budget increase covers the rise in cost for heating oil, the maintenance of town vehicles, 
telecommunications, water testing, and the purchase of new equipment.  Fire Chief Truex mentioned that 
the budget has not increased in the past three years.  He added that the cost of fuel is included in the 
budget unlike the other fire companies who get their fuel from the Town garage.  The Fire Chief called 
attention to the date of the letter, dated December 20, 2013, attached to the budget that was sent to the 
Town Finance Director.  He suggested that a better way be found to work the process. 
 
12. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
 
13. Remarks from the Mayor 
 
Mayor McDaniel reported on a government surplus seminar that he attended sponsored by Representative 
Joe Courtney’s office in Groton.  He stated that the Town as well as each of the Fire Chiefs would make 
application for the surplus goods that must be put in use within a year.  Further, Mayor McDaniel 
reported that the Town of East Lyme had dropped out of the regional dispatch process but the Town of 
Waterford and City of New London are still involved and KX is still communicating with them but the 
process is moving along slowly.  Mayor McDaniel concluded by reporting on the pursuit of a regional 
animal control facility for New London, Waterford, Montville, and East Lyme.  He said that the prison 
has been approached about locating the regional animal control facility on its grounds. 
 
14. Remarks from the Town Council Liaison 

Town Councilor Tanner had no comments. 
 
Per remarks from the Commissioners, Commissioner DePasquale asked Mayor McDaniel about regional 
dispatch and communications with the Town of East Hampton.  Commissioner Moran questioned Lt. 
Bunnell about type one calls that are calls with cases. 
 
15. Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Loiler, seconded by Commissioner Moran to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:17 p.m.; discussion, none; voice vote 5-0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Gloria J. Gathers/Recording Secretary 


