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Town of Montville Town Council 
Special Meeting Minutes for Thursday, January 30, 2014 

6:00 p.m. – Montville Town Hall – Council Chambers 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Chairman Jaskiewicz called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. after establishing a quorum. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence in honor of our military. 

3. Roll Call 
Present were Councilors Longton, May, Pollard, Tanner, and Jaskiewicz. Absent were 
Councilors Caron, who was tied up in another meeting, McNally, and Pollard.  Also present 
was Mayor Ronald McDaniel.   

4. Presentation 
A. Presentation by the representatives of SmartPower regarding the SolarizeCT program 

Ms. Kate Donnelly from SmartPower, a non-profit marketing organization hired by the 
Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority (CEFIA) to help publicize, market, and 
organize around communities, presented the Councilors with the process and benefits of 
the SolarizeCT program.  The goal of the Solarize CT program is to increase residential 
solar in the state.  The program, which began approximately 1-1/2 years ago, has been and 
is continuing to produce positive results for homeowners in 23 communities by allowing 
residents to purchase solar power for approximately 20% below the current market price 
by promoting group buying.   

The Resolution will allow the Town to apply to the Program through CEFIA.  Once a 
selected, an RFP will be sent out to CEFIA-approved installers and the Town will form a 
committee comprised of three (3) individuals, who are adept at reviewing the information 
and knowledgeable about solar power and will work with the Program.  CEFIA will host 
an informational session with an expert who will speak about the program, the equipment 
used, the installers, and answer any questions and concerns the Committee may have.  The 
Committee will, then, shortlist and interview the installers and select their top three 
choices, who will, then, be reviewed by CEFIA and select the final installer.   

SolarizeCT will publicize and promote the Program to the public through workshops and 
events.  The 20-week program is based upon a five-tiered pricing structure in which the 
more kilowatts sold, the lower the price will be thereby motivating and encouraging 
people to have a site evaluation and sign up for the Program.  There are options to 
purchase, lease, or finance their purchase through either a CEFIA-sponsored solar loan or 
a home equity loan.  Should the homeowner decide to finance their purchase through a 
solar loan, the finance charge will be less than or equal to their current utility bill.  
Homeowners could expect to receive a total reduction of approximately 55% to 60% 
through incentives offered by CEFIA and State and Federal tax credits.  Homeowners are 
also free to hire a different solar installer, though, if they do so, they will not receive the 
tiered pricing.  Investment in solar energy increases with the rise of electrical rates, which 
is currently a 10-12% rate of return.   

In response to Councilor Longton, Ms. Donnelly stated that, while the energy that is not 
used returns to the grid and goes through net metering, the system is sized to avoid any 
over-production of energy.  It is difficult to determine the percentage of electrical use as it 
varies from site to site, the equipment being used, what the panels are producing, and the 
efficiency of the system.  It is recommended that homeowners use generators as a back-up 
system rather than purchasing a battery back-up system, which can be costly.  In response 
to Councilor May, she stated that the cap on each home is set at 10kWh, the first 5kWh 
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offering a higher incentive.  For examples of pricing scenarios, she recommended taking a 
look at either the book regarding Phase I of the program, which the Mayor has, or visiting 
their website.  Councilor May recommended homeowners look at their daily kWh usage 
on their electrical bill to determine their usage.  She noted that homes equipped with a 
geo-thermal heat pump will also see a savings in their electrical bills.   

It was clarified that the passage of the resolution will allow the Town to provide 
homeowners with the opportunity to purchase solar power.  The Town is neither obligated 
nor guaranteed to be included in Phase 4 of the Program. While they are, in a sense, 
endorsing the solar installer, residents are free to select their own installer, who may meet 
or, even, beat their prices, and still receive the incentives.  With regards to the make-up of 
the committee, Mayor McDaniel stated that he has already asked the Building Official to 
be one of the three members as the department will be directly involved with the 
installation of the panels.  Ms. Donnelly added that a Solar Ambassador will also be 
appointed to aid the committee.   

Applications are due by February 4, 2014 and decisions will be made by February 6, 
2014.  Approximately ten (10) municipalities will be accepted into the program.  The 
number of residences who take part in the program has varied from 16 residences in 
Bridgeport to 160 residences (out of approximately 3,000 households) in Durham.  There 
are approximately 3,400 (three-thousand four hundred) residential structures in Montville.  
The program goes hand-in-hand with the C-PACE Program for businesses that already in 
progress in the Town. 

4. Remarks from the public relating to matters on the agenda with a three-minute limit — none. 

5. New Business 
A. THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE HEREBY RESOLVES to submit a Request for 

Proposal for the Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority for the Town of 
Montville to participate in Phase 3 of the Solarize Connecticut campaign. (Mayor 
McDaniel) 

Motion made by Councilor Longton, seconded by Councilor May. Discussion: Mayor 
McDaniel corrected that the resolution should read “Phase 4” instead of  “Phase 3”. 
Voice vote, 4-0, all in favor.  Resolution amended to read: 

Resolution #2014-06.  THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE HEREBY RESOLVES to 
submit a Request for Proposal for the Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority for 
the Town of Montville to participate in Phase 3 Phase 4 of the Solarize Connecticut 
campaign. (Mayor McDaniel) 

Motion made by Councilor May, seconded by Councilor Longton. Discussion: None. 
Voice vote, 4-0.  Voting in Favor:  Councilors Longton, May, Tanner, and Jaskiewicz.  
Voting in Opposition:  None.  Resolution adopted. 

6. Remarks from the Public with a three-minute limit — none. 

7. Remarks from the Councilors and the Mayor 
Councilor May felt that the program is a good idea and consolidates their efforts by reviewing 
and pseudo-endorsing the companies and, in a sense, promoting the Program.   

Councilor Tanner felt that it was great to offer another subsidized option. 

Councilor Longton stated that he is very pleased when the Town Council is presented with an 
opportunity to help residents not only take advantage of, but bring within reach, something 
they would like to have, but may not have otherwise been able to afford.   
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Councilor Jaskiewicz, who has viewed all of the aspects of the Program, agreed with the 
Councilors and commended the Mayor’s efforts. He finds it favorable that the homeowners are 
free to select a different installer should they not choose to go with the Town-selected installer.  
He also recommended the formation of a Clean Energy Committee of which is interested in 
being a member.   

Mayor McDaniel thanked everyone for attending the Special Meeting and stated that he has 
also discussed green energy with the Board of Education, Finance Director, and Public Works 
Director on numerous occasions and has made efforts to be proactive in green energy in this 
Town.  He added that it behooves the Town to set up a Clean Energy ad-hoc committee and 
suggested the inclusion of Steve Carroll from the Board of Education, who has also been very 
active in promoting green energy.  He also stated the importance for the Town to take 
advantage of the opportunities and incentives being offered by the government and will 
continue to pursue these efforts. 

8. Adjournment 
Motion made by Councilor Longton, seconded by Councilor Tanner, to adjourn the meeting at 
6:35 p.m.  Discussion: None. Voice Vote, 4-0, all in favor.  Meeting Adjourned.   

 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 
 
AN AUDIO RECORD OF THE MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE 


