
TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
Town Administration/Rules & Procedures Standing Committee 

Monday, January 27, 2014 
Room 102, Montville Town Hall 

5:30 PM 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to Order with Pledge of Allegiance 5:30 p.pm 

 
2. Roll Call (Councilors Longton/May/Pollard) 

a. Present: Councilors May and Longton; Public: Donna Geary 
b. Absent: Councilor Pollard 

 
3. Remarks from the public regarding items on the agenda - None 

 
4. Alterations to the Agenda – Add 7c: Dog Park Ordinance from Parks & Rec 

 
5. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of December 11, 2013. 

a. Motion: Councilor May 
b. Second: Councilor Longton 
c. Vote: 2-0 Motion carried 

 
6. Unfinished Business-None 

 
7. New Business: 

a. Review past practices on the Mayor payout 
i. Tabled pending receipt of data from previous Committee chair 

 
b. Review the ordinance entitled “Ordinance concerning the Registrar of Voters” 

i. Tabled pending receipt of data from previous Committee chair 
 

c. Review Dog Park Ordinance from Parks & Rec 
i. Discussion revealed what the committee considers flaws in the wording of 

the proposed ordinance. Guest Donna Geary was invited into the 
conversation regarding the ordinance and her comments and questions 
were very helpful.  

1. Who would pay for enforcement? It is apparent that additional 
police overtime would be required. The ordinance should not 
become an unfunded mandate. 

2. What ordinances are already on the books that may address this? 
3. How would this ordinance be enforced? Police do not currently 

patrol Parks & Rec facilities. 
4. What have other towns done? Norwich has such an ordinance. 
5. What about service animals such as guide dogs, etc? 



6. Current wording limits enforcement to dogs. What about other 
animals such as horses, cats, goats, etc? 

7. The ordinance needs an abstract explaining in plain words what the 
intent of the ordinance is. It will make it easier for future councils 
to keep the ordinance updated within the original intent. 

8. A map of some kind should be part of the ordinance identifying the 
areas of town included in the ordinance. 

9. The ordinance should make reasonable accommodation for animal-
centric events at town facilities, such as a dog show. 

10. There is no indication that anyone other than Parks & Rec was 
involved in the wording. There needs to be input from the Mayor 
and the Police Lieutenant. 

 
ii. The committee felt that on the surface the ordinance had merit, however 

much work needs to be done to clean it up. Passed in its current state the 
committee believes it would become a burden on the town and its 
residents.  

iii. Motion by Councilor May to send the ordinance back to Parks and Rec. 
iv. Second by Councilor Longton 
v. Vote was 2-0 – Motion carried 

 
8. Remarks from the public with a three minutes limit. 

a. Guest Donna Geary remarked that she felt the way the committee conducted its 
business was professional and would serve the town well if the committee 
continues in this manner. She also suggested that the committee members should 
be regularly polled for agenda items. 

 
9. Remarks from the committee members 

a. Councilor May: None 
b. Councilor Longton: None 

 
10. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Councilor May. No second required. 

a. Vote was 2-0 
b. Committee adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


