
 
Town of Montville Public Safety Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 24, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 
Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 

 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Commissioner Jetmore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
Present at the meeting were Commissioners Elizabeth Adams, Steve Loiler, James Moran, Eric Rousseau, 
and Dave Jetmore.  Also present was Mayor Ronald McDaniel, Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner, Lt. 
Leonard Bunnell, Resident State Trooper Sgt. Martin Martinez, Police Sgt. Dennis Mathers, and Officer 
Addison Saffioti.  Absent were Commissioners Gary Allyn and Joseph DePasquale, and Fire Marshal Ray 
Occhialini. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore welcomed Elizabeth Adams to the Commission. 
 
4. Amendments to the Agenda -- None 
 
5. Communications 
 

a. Copies of monthly statistics reports from the Fire Marshal, Fire Departments, Police 
Department, Animal Control and Building Official. 

 
Commissioner Jetmore commented that although Fire Marshal Occhialini was absent that he submitted a 
January 2014 report. 
 
Lt. Bunnell distributed copies of the PD Calls for Service Report for January 2014 (Handout #1), a total 
of 1503 calls.  He reported that the electronic sign at the Public Safety Building (“PSB”) was operational 
as of today and it noticed a reminder to clean snow from automobile roofs, a Connecticut state statute, but 
added that at times during the day the sign is not visibly clear.  Lt. Bunnell also commented that a January 
2014 activity report was submitted by C. Swanson of the Office of Animal Control (Handout #2). 
 
6. Approval of Special Meeting minutes of January 6, 2014 and Regular Meeting minutes of 

January 27, 2014 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Jetmore, seconded by Commissioner Moran to approve the minutes of 
January 6, 2014, and January 27, 2014, minutes as submitted.  Discussion, none; voice vote 4-0-1, 
Commissioner Rousseau abstained; motion carried. 
 
7. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
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8. Remarks from Department Heads -- None 
 
9. Reports from Committees and Public Safety Liaisons -- None 
 
10. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Update from the Mayor on the purchase of a K-9dog. 
 
Mayor McDaniel reported that the K-9 dog purchase is in the cue and a MOU will be submitted to the 
union for training of the officer with a shift change from a 9-hour shift to an 8-hour shift.  Sgt. Martinez 
added that the K-9 dog will be imprinted on March 31st and the training class will begin. 
 

a. Modify the current policy on police uniforms to include the newly purchased lime green 
“construction type” shirts and vest for road jobs. 

 
Lt. Bunnell reported that he is still working on updating the policy. 
 

b. Town Counsel Charge approved 12-9-13:  THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE HEREBY 
RESOLVES to form an ad-hoc committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing an 
organized police department. The charge of this committee will be to look into the cost and 
feasibility of changing from a resident trooper program to an independent organized police 
department. This committee shall consist of 9 members and the make-up will be as follows: 
(2) members from the Town Council, (2) members from the Public Safety Commission, (5) 
members at large having no ties to the current police force or other political organization 
within the town of Montville. Once established this committee will report back to the Town 
council within 90 days after their first meeting with their findings, cost estimates and other 
pertinent information. 

 
Town Councilor Tanner commented that the sub-committee did not meet due to Commissioner 
DePasquale’s schedule but she may ultimately be removed from the sub-committee since she will have to 
vote on it.  She also said the report from the committee needs fine-tuning. 
 
11. New Business 
 

a. Discussion regarding the need for new police cars. 
 
Lt. Bunnell introduced Sgt. Mathers who gave a status report, (Handout #3), on the police cars currently 
in use emphasizing their age and mileage--55% of the fleet is more than 10 years old and 25% has more 
than 100,000 miles.  Sgt. Mathers discussed a vehicle cost analysis to purchase and outfit new vehicles 
explaining that the current fleet is not in great shape and is an officer and public safety issue.  Mayor 
McDaniel commented that the Commission 2014-2015 budget that includes replacement vehicles 
approved by the Capital Improvement Committee needs to go to the Finance Committee.  Lt. Bunnell 
commented that the report given this evening served to show a need for the new police cars.  Town 
Councilor Tanner stated she would send an invite to the Commissioners when their budget is discussed by 
the Finance Committee that she chairs. 
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b. Discussion concerning the need for custodial staff at the Public Safety Building. 
 
Lt. Bunnell stated that during last year’s budget talks he had requested a full-time custodian for the PSB 
and the request was also made when the building was in the discussion stage.  He said that the building is 
a 24-hour facility that requires a full-time custodian to not only clean windows, floors, carpets, and 
restrooms but also to shovel and salt icy sidewalks, to shuttle cars for maintenance, and to remove snow 
from cars.  Lt. Bunnell added that every PSB that the ad-hoc Public Safety Building Committee visited 
had a full-time custodian.  He then responded to questions by Commissioners about the custodial team, 
the status of its tasks in the building, and the amount of time it spends maintaining the PSB.  Mayor 
McDaniel stated that there are internal problems, and union issues associated with the request.  Town 
Councilor Tanner commented that she would put the matter before the Town Council for review.  
Commissioner Jetmore reiterated that the pending budget has been approved by the Commission. 
 

c. Review and consideration of Drug Recognition Experts (“DRE”) Policy. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore stated that the policy for the DRE would be reviewed by commissioners and 
postponed until the next meeting.  Officer Saffioti summarized his DRE training that he took in 2011 
explaining that Connecticut is the 40th state to adopt the policy that enables a trained officer to recognize 
signs and sources of drug use and the officer’s testimony for the same is certified by the courts.  He stated 
that his training prepared him to take blood pressures; three pulses, temperatures, and dark room pupil eye 
tests.  It was noted by Mayor McDaniel, Sgt. Martinez, and Lt. Bunnell that there are DRE’s locally but 
the policy is not endorsed by Troop E.  Lt. Bunnell added that the policy is endorsed by CT Chief State’s 
Attorney Kevin Kane.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Jetmore praised the presentation. 
 
12. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
 
13. Remarks from the Mayor 
 
Mayor McDaniel commented on the discussion regarding the need for new police cars.  He stated that 
although public safety encompasses a lot that he is trying to balance all of the needs of the Town with the 
funds that are available. 
 
14. Remarks from the Town Council Liaison 

Town Councilor Tanner echoed the remarks of the Mayor and said again that she would keep the 
Commission abreast of the meeting with the Finance Committee.  She also asked about the status of the 
sub-committee regarding the Public Safety Study.  Commissioners discussed perceptions of and 
communications with the fire departments regarding the study.  Mayor McDaniel stated that per the Town 
Charter the Commission is to take responsibility and make concrete recommendations to the Town 
Council or Mayor. 
 
15. Remarks from Commissioners 
 
Commissioner Adams thanked the Commissioners for welcoming her.  Commissioner Jetmore 
commented on agenda items for the March meeting—Narcan and fitness standards for the police 
department. 
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16. Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Loiler, seconded by Commissioner Moran to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:15 p.m.; discussion, none; voice vote 5-0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Gloria J. Gathers/Recording Secretary 


