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Town of Montville Board of Assessment Appeals 

Regular Meeting Minutes  
Saturday, March 8, 2014  

9:00 a.m. – Room 203 – Town Hall 
 
 

Property Owners in the Town of Montville are hereby notified that the Board of Assessment Appeals 
will meet during the month of March at Town Hall for the sole purpose of hearing appeals related to 
assessments of Real Estate, and Personal Property for the October 1, 2013 Grand List as well as the 
2012 Supplemental Motor Vehicle assessments. 
 
All persons wishing to appeal their assessments on the Grand List of October 1, 2013 were required to 
submit an appeal form by February 20, 2013.   
 
Hearings will be held by appointment on the following dates: 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 8, 2014 9:00 a.m. 
 
The meetings will be held in Room 203. 
 
1. Call to Order 

Chairperson Mattson called the regular meeting of the Board of Assessment Appeals to order at 
8:54 a.m. 

2. Roll Call 
Present were Board Members Stanley Gwudz, Ann Mattson, and Wills Pike.  Also present was 
Assessor Lucy Beit. 

3. To consider and act on a motion to hear appeals brought to the Board of Assessment Appeals 
regarding personal property and real estate for the Grand List of October 1, 2013 and to decide the 
appeals brought before the Board of Assessment Appeals. 

Personal Property Appeal of William Thiel, Bills Sheet Metal Shop, for property located at 
1451 Old Colchester Road, Account #B2010785. 
Mr. Thiel was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Mr. Thiel distributed the accountant’s copy of his 
personal property and stated that an entry error was made and the amount should read $1,980.00 
rather than $19,800.00. 
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Personal Property Appeal of Vulcain Damis, Damis Home Improvement, for property 
located at 606 Route 163, Account #H2012914. 
Mr. Damis was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Mr. Damis stated that he is currently employed 
full-time at the Mohegan Sun and is not maintaining the business.  He has kept the license in case 
of an emergency and is requesting an adjustment on his net assessment from $105.00 to $0. 

Real Estate Property Appeal of Gail Oettinger for property located at 385 Oxoboxo Dam 
Road, Account #O0204100. 
Ms. Oettinger was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Ms Oettinger referred to her previous appeals 
regarding the consideration of her property as including a waterview when, in reality, it is a view 
of a dam and contains a sharp ledge.  She is requesting an adjustment in her assessment of 
$283,090.00 to $236,690.00, which is the amount prior to the rise in her taxes. 

Real Estate Property Appeal of Marlis Jacobowitz, Trustee, for property located at 311 Fitch 
Hill Road, Account #J9500011. 
Michael Cohen, representing his mother, Marlis Jacobowitz, was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  
Mr. Cohen is appealing the 10% penalty for not filing the personal property declaration in a timely 
manner.  While he has received and completed the form in a timely in years past, Mr. Cohen did 
not receive the form last year.  Based upon the land and the property, he also felt that the 
assessment was too high.  The 68.29-acre property, much of which is wetlands, includes a storage 
business, which they were asked to cease operations or utilize only half of the structure, and a 
trailer park, which contains 15 trailers.  Currently, the storage facility is not in use and the trailer 
park has three tenants.  The storage facility and remaining trailers are being used for storage. 

Personal Property Appeal of Dana McFee, Do it All Home Improvement, LLC, for property 
located at 27 Crestview Drive, Account #D2005107. 
Mr. McFee was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Mr. McFee is in the business of flipping houses.  
He continuously obtains a license and allows it to lapse based upon the work flow.  Because the 
work is primarily sub-contracted, he has no need for any significant tools.  It was noted that, 
because a personal property declaration was not filed in a timely manner, the Assessor’s office 
determined the average amount for his net assessment of furniture/fixtures/equipment based upon 
other contractor’s reports.   

Personal Property Appeal of Roy Oliva for property located at Laurel Lock, Account 
#O2002083. 
Mr. Oliva was sworn in by Board Member Pike. Mr. Oliva currently owns a trailer, which he 
purchased in 1999 for $2,500.00, at Gardner’s Lake.  Based upon the age and condition of the 
1981 fan coach, park trailer with a pull behind, he felt his assessment to be too high.  He felt that 
an assessment of $1,500.00 would be agreeable.  It was noted that the amount includes a deck as 
well as a penalty for not filing in a timely manner. 
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Personal Property Appeal of Juan Rivera, Protek Painting, for property located at 131 
Moxley Road, Account #P2013353. 
Donna Rivera, representing her husband, was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Ms. Rivera stated 
that her husband is a painter who obtained a license at the request and for the purpose of obtaining 
jobs through Quinn Painting.  He has since been hired by them and has allowed his license to 
expire.  He had no significant net assets for his business with the exception of brushes and drop 
cloths, which were reused.  It was noted that the amount was derived by the average value for 
equipment due to his not filing a personal property declaration in a timely manner. 

Personal Property Appeal of RBS Citizens NA for property located at Mohegan Sun, 
Acccount #C2007146, and 221 Route 32 Account #Z0000080. 
Mr. Frank A. Garguillo, Vice President, Corporate Tax, Citizens Bank, was sworn in by Board 
Member Pike.  Mr. Garguillo stated that the case is currently in litigation and will be going into 
arbitration in June.  He is requesting that the Automatic Teller Machines (ATM) located on the 
properties be categorized under computers and electronics rather than the furniture and fixtures.  
He presented a binder which includes definitions of what is considered a computer including 
excerpts from Connecticut law, IRS rules, and a diagram.  A computer depreciates at a faster rate 
than furniture/fixtures thus changing its value.  He does not question the value, but the 
categorization.  He noted that, after presenting his case to the towns of Milford, Deep River, and 
Branford, they granted his appeal and change the categorization. 

Real Estate Property Appeal of Sue Awezec for property located at 711 Fire Street Account 
#U0072000. 
Ms. Awezec was sworn in by Board Member Pike.  Ms. Awezec presented the floor plan of her 
mobile home indicating that it is a two-bedroom/one-bathroom property rather than a three-
bedroom/two-bathroom property as stated on the Vision Card.  She is requesting her assessment be 
reduced to $112,630.00. 

Personal Property Appeal of SBA Towers II, LLC, for property located at 71 Moxley Road 
Account #S2007226. 
SBA Towers II, LLC, was not present for their scheduled appeal hearing. 

4. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.  

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 

Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 


