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Town of Montville Parks & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, March 19, 2014 

6:30 p.m. – Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 
 
 

1. Call to order 
Chairman Scott LaVallie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. after establishing a quorum. 

2. Roll Call 
Present were Commissioners Joseph Berardy, Eileen Cicchese, Nancy DelaCruz, Scott LaVallie, 
Kerri Lawton, and Karen Perkins.  Absent were Commissioners Gilbert Maffeo, who was ill, and 
Kristin Ventresca.  Also present were Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner, Parks & Recreation 
Director Peter Bushway, and Public Works Director Don Bourdeau. 

3. Adjustments to the agenda 
Commissioner Lawton proposed moving item 10(a) regarding the Dog Park to 9(c) under 
Unfinished Business. 

Councilor Tanner proposed moving item 11 to item 4 so as to allow the public to speak without 
having to wait until the end of the meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner Cicchese, seconded by Commissioner DelaCruz.  Discussion: 
None. Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor. Motion carried. 

4. Remarks from the Public 
Scott Miner, 10 Birchwood Drive, inquired about the possibility of utilizing the field at Camp 
Oakdale for a Cal Ripken or 50/70 League team, which he is interested in forming.  The Leagues, 
currently not available in the Town, would be open to children ages 11-12 and work as an 
intermediate league between Little League and High School baseball and would be a positive 
stepping stone to those interested in playing baseball at the high school level.  He has spoken 
with others who have expressed their willingness to volunteer to help make it a regulation field.  
Currently, children from Montville as well as the towns of Norwich, Preston, and East Lyme are 
traveling as far as North Haven to take part in the league.  He felt that the creation of such a 
League in Town would help increase their Little League numbers that has been decreasing over 
the years.  The primary expense to the Town would be the purchase of clay and new bases.  He 
has looked into other fields, but they are either not available or not conducive.  The League 
would utilize the field in the spring, summer, and fall seasons.   

Chairman LaVallie expressed his understanding and stated that a plan for the field at Camp 
Oakdale has already been set in motion to accommodate their more pertinent and immediate 
needs for a lacrosse/soccer field as well as a possible expansion of that field to create a more 
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flexible, full-size usable field.  Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of utilizing other 
fields, including the Mall Field, Gallivan Lane, Mohegan Field, and Kobyluck Field.  

In response to Commissioner Cicchese’s question regarding insurance, Mr. Miner stated that 
each team purchases their own insurance and the parents are required to sign a waiver and a 
certificate of insurance is presented prior to the start of the season; the Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) is the umbrella organization.   

Councilor Tanner suggested submitting an application for field usage to Director Bushway, who 
would assign an appropriate field.  She felt that creating such a league would be beneficial to the 
economic development of the Town.  Mr. Miner stated that he is available for further discussions 
and is open to any suggestions they might have.  Chairman LaVallie thanked him for coming. 

5. Remarks from the Public regarding items on the agenda with a three-minute limit — none. 

6. To consider and act on a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 19, 2014. 

Motion made by Commissioner DelaCruz, seconded by Commissioner Berardy.  Discussion: 
None.  Voice vote, 5-0-1.  Voting in Favor:  Commissioners Berardy, Delacruz, LaVallie, 
Lawton, and Perkins.  Voting in Opposition: None.  Voting in Abstention: Commissioner 
Cicchese.  Motion carried. 

7. To consider and act on a motion to review and approve the Director’s Report for March 2014. 

Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Berardy.  Discussion: None.  
Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Motion carried. 

8. Reports from Finance  
P&R Director Bushway reported on the necessity of two changes to the budget: 

a. Line item for Programs has a deficit of $158.68.  He suggested taking funds from the line 
item for Summer Program Transportation to zero out the deficit.  In response to 
Commissioner Cicchese, P&R Director Bushway stated that he would be fixing the Art 
Class refund, which was placed into special revenue.   

Motion made by Commissioner DelaCruz, seconded by Commissioner Cicchese.  
Discussion: None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor. 

b. Budget for the Recording Secretary will need to be determined.  Options include taking the 
funds out of a current line item in the Operating Budget and transferring it to the Recreation 
Commission budget or to go before the Town Council and request the funds to pay for what 
has already been expended and for future payments.  Commissioner Cicchese questioned as 
to whether a budget ever existed for a Recording Secretary, as she does not recall seeing it 
in the budget reports.  Councilor Tanner stated that she would investigate the matter.  The 
item will remain on the Agenda for future discussion. 
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9. Unfinished Business 
a. Town Hall Sign 

P&R Director Bushway reported that he met with a representative from the State D.O.T. and 
it was determined that any location behind the bus stop would be available for the placement 
of the sign.  In response to Chairman LaVallie’s question regarding the line of sight, PW 
Director Bourdeau stated that he plans to place a board in the area to test its visibility from 
the road.  Other options were discussed, including on the hill by the Christmas tree and the 
property line between the Town Hall and the Church, at the corner of the driveway.  They 
would need to discuss the possibility with the Church, but they agreed that this would be a 
better option and would provide a better line of sight from the road. In response to 
Commissioner Cicchese, Councilor Tanner stated that the Town Council has no issue(s) with 
the Commission’s wish to place a permanent sign highlighting their activities.   

b. Dog Ordinance 
The Commissioners discussed the questions, concerns, and discussions that ensued regarding 
the Ordinance at the Town Administration/Rules & Procedures Committee as stated in the 
meeting minutes.  Commissioner Cicchese felt that members of the Commission should have 
been in attendance at/invited to the meeting to help clarify and address their concerns.  
Commissioner Lawton was tasked with addressing the Committee’s concerns and 
restructuring the Ordinance, which she will forward to Councilor Tanner, who will forward it 
to the Committee.  Presuming that the Committee will be discussing the Ordinance at their 
April meeting, Commissioners Lawton and Cicchese are planning to attend.  

c. Allocation of in-season vs. out-of-season field usage 
Commissioner Ventresca, who was not present, is in the process of preparing an outline.  
Chairman LaVallie stated that a successful meeting between the soccer and lacrosse leagues 
took place and they will continue to work on establishing a policy.  Councilor Tanner 
reported that she is waiting to hear back from CCM regarding any existing policies and 
Commissioner Cicchese will send a request for a similar survey to the CT Parks & Recreation 
Association.  There are many different factors which go into the over usage of the fields, 
including the age groups and the type of the activity being played.  Chairman LaVallie 
discussed his conversation with PW Director Bourdeau prior to the meeting regarding the 
costs and possibility of converting the field at Camp Oakdale to a larger, regulation field.   

d. Dog Park 
P&R Director Bushway discussed the Dog Park with Chris Lawton, who is waiting for 
direction from the Commission.  The Committee has met with the Police Department and 
Dog Warden to discuss their concerns and answer their questions.  The location for the Dog 
Park will be located on Route 163 across the street from the Church, behind the tennis courts.  
The area will fenced in and funding will be provided through fundraising and donations.  The 
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Committee will be overseeing the Dog Park.  The only costs to the Town would include 
service calls, which are estimated to be very few in number, and the maintenance of the field.   

Motion made by Commissioner Berardy, seconded by Commissioner DelaCruz, to support the 
Dog Park at Camp Oakdale as proposed by the Dog Park Committee.  Discussion:  In 
response to Commissioner Perkins’ question, Chairman LaVallie stated that the Commission 
would not be liable if anything happens at the Dog Park.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
concerns that had been expressed by both the Dog Warden and Lt. Bunnell, both of whom 
remain opposed to the establishment of a Dog Park due to reported incidences in other Dog 
Parks and number of possible service calls.  Commissioner Berardy felt that, for the safety of 
the public, a Dog Park would be a positive addition to the Town.  PW Director Bourdeau 
questioned the maintenance costs and need for water.  It was determined that water will not be 
necessary.  Voice vote, 3-1-2.  Voting in Favor:  Commissioners Berardy, Delacruz, and 
Perkins.  Voting in Opposition: Commissioner LaVallie.  Voting in Abstention: 
Commissioners Cicchese and Lawton. 

10. New Business 

11. Communications 
a. Letter of Resignation from Mr. Rick Geiler 

The Commission thanked Mr. Geiler for his service and accepted Mr. Geiler’s resignation 
with regret. 

b. P&R Director Bushway received a letter of request to waive the rental fee for Camp Oakdale 
for a CASANA Fundraising Walk on Sunday, September 7, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  They will be 
utilizing the perimeter of the fields.  CASANA (The Childhood Apraxia of Speech 
Association of North America) is a non-profit organization supporting apraxia, an acquired 
oral/motor speech disorder. 

Motion made by Commissioner Cicchese, seconded by Commissioner Lawton.  Voice vote, 
6-0. all in favor.  Motion carried. 

12. Remarks from the Commissioners 
Commissioner DelaCruz reported that the booklet should be ready soon and announced that their 
former Zumba instructor is currently conducting classes at the Polish Club and Oakdale Firehouse. 

Commissioner Lawton questioned whether it was necessary for the members of the Commission 
to attend the public hearing regarding the Vendors Ordinance to express their concerns, which 
include an exception for special events and permit fees.  She expressed that the Commission need 
not feel that she will have any negative feelings towards them due to any oppositions they might 
have to the Dog Park because her husband is heading the Dog Park Committee.  
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P&R Director Bushway will be discussing the Vendors Ordinance with Lt. Bunnell regarding its 
impact on the Parks & Recreation events including parades, concerts, trick or truck, and other 
special events as well as opening day events that are hosted by a private group.  

13. Remarks from Town Council Liaison, Laura Tanner 
Councilor Tanner reported that she directed Mr. Miner invited him to the meeting and discussed 
the possibility of utilizing the fields at Kobyluck for the League.  She encouraged the 
Commissioners to invite any interested members to serve on the Commission.  Currently, there 
are two individuals who are on the interview list.  Councilor Tanner encouraged the 
Commissioners to attend the public hearing to question and express their concerns regarding the 
Vendors Ordinance.  The Town is currently in the process of purchasing a drug dog and is also 
hoping to purchase a patrol dog.  She will be sending out an e-mail regarding Co-Ed Softball and 
has received two inquiries regarding the formation of a women’s softball team. 

She also reported that Town Council Chairman Jaskiewicz was unclear as to the reasoning 
behind the Department’s need for a part-time person.  Commissioner Cicchese stated that she had 
had a long discussion with Chairman Jaskiewicz clarifying the duties of the position.  She 
thanked the Commissioners for attending the Finance meeting, explained the next steps for the 
budget, and invited them to attend the Budget Meetings in April.  The Commission members may 
attend and speak at the meetings as a member of the public. 

PW Director Bourdeau reported that he is currently working on the entrance to the parking lot, 
which will be in its experimental stage this year as to how it will work prior to relining the lot.  
He also suggested the possibility of creating a seating area, a gazebo, or the like on the island in 
front of the basketball courts for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.   

In response to Commissioner Perkins he stated that Palmertown Field is not usable at this time as 
areas have been dug into for soil testing and there are several rocks throughout the field.  The 
project is slated to begin in the coming days.   

14. Adjournment 
Motion made by Commissioner Cicchese, seconded by Commissioner Lawton, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:28 p.m.  Discussion:  None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 

 
AN AUDIO RECORD OF THE MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE 


