
 

  

TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

310 NORWICH NEW LONDON TURNPIKE 
UNCASVILLE, CONNECTICUT 06382 

PHONE (860) 848-8549 - FAX (860) 848-2354 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, March 20, 2014 7:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: MONTVILLE TOWN HALL, Council Chambers 
  

1. Call to order: Chairman Brush called the March 20, 2014 Inland Wetlands meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

2. Roll call: In attendance were Commissioners Brush, O’Bday, Houk, Deranleau and White (alternate). Absent 
were Commissioners Riske and Bartholomew. Staff present was Colleen Bezanson, Inland Wetland 
Agent/Planner II.

3. Minutes  

a. Approve minutes of February 20th meeting.  

Approval of February 20th, 2014 meeting minutes moved to the next meeting. 

4. Public Hearings: None 

5. Show Cause Hearings: None 

6. Remarks from the public relating to items on the agenda:  

There were no members of the public present to make remarks.

7. Old Business:  

a. SMAG Associates, LLC: An application for a subdivision with a crossing and associated grading  

on the property located at 1784 Route 85, Montville, Ct. As shown on Assessor’s Map 11 Lot 3A.  

Ms. Bezanson stated that this was pertaining to subdivision work to be completed in a regulated area. A new 
culvert would be installed to replace the current one in a wetland area.  The applicant was currently trying to 
work with the property owner of the abutting property to obtain and alternative access. But has not had 
success. She stated it would have been beneficial if they would allow them to use a shared drive to avoid work 
within a wetland area. She stated that the plans had been sent to the Town Engineer for review and his 
comments were attached to the staff report.  Commissioner Houk attended a site walk. Ms. Bezanson stated 
that the Commission must determine whether there was a significant activity or not. She gave a breakdown of 
the plans. 

Mark Reynolds, Professional Engineer for the applicant addressed the Commission on behalf of SMAG 
Associates.  He reaffirmed Ms. Bezanson’s breakdown of the plans. Mr. Reynolds stated that the property was 
five acres which sloped from left to right. He stated there was a FEMA flood plain which encompassed a large 
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portion of the site off of route 85. He mentioned to ensure proper grading the driveway would be paved. He 
gave a breakdown and description of the plans and property. A discussion was held.  

The Commission raised concerns over possible flooding hazard. Ms. Bezanson stated that if Mark was going to 
look at alternatives to avoid possible flooding, the only alternative would be to go through more of the 
wetlands area. A discussion was held. 

Colleen Bezanson read the seven significant activity questions to the Commission as follows: 

"Significant Activity" means any activity, including, but not limited to, the following activities  

which may have a major effect or significant impact on the area for which the application has  

been filed or on another part of the inland wetland or watercourse system:  

1. Any activity involving a deposition or removal of material which will or may have a major  

effect or significant impact on the regulated area or on another part of the inland wetland  

or watercourse system;  

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

2. Any activity which substantially changes the natural channel or may inhibit the natural  

dynamics of a watercourse system. 

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: Yes 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

3. Any activity which substantially diminishes the natural capacity of an inland wetland or  

watercourse to support desirable fisheries, wildlife, or other biological life, prevent  

flooding, supply water, assimilate waste, facilitate drainage, and provide recreation or open  

space or other functions. 

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 
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4. Any activity which causes substantial turbidity, siltation or sedimentation in a wetland or  

Watercourse. 

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

5. Any activity which causes a substantial diminution of flow of a natural watercourse, or  

ground water levels of the regulated area. 

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

6. Any activity which causes or has the potential to cause pollution of a wetland or  

Watercourse. 

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

7. Any activity which destroys unique wetland or watercourse areas having demonstrable  

scientific or educational value.  

The Commission responded as follows: 

Commissioner Deranleau: No 

Commissioner O’Bday: No 

Commissioner Brush: No 

Commissioner Houk: No 

Commissioner White: No 

 

Colleen Bezanson stated that based on all seven questions and the Commissions votes the Commission 
has deemed that this is not a significant activity. Therefore no public hearing will be set. A discussion 
was held as to what the Commission would like to see from the Applicant in next months meeting.  

8. New Business: None 
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9. Correspondence:  

� The Habitat 

� Eastern Conservation Plant Sale 

� Connecticut Wildlife 

10. Other Business: None 

11. Executive Session: None 

12. Adjourn   

Motion made by Commissioner O’Bday and seconded by Commissioner White to adjourn the March 20, 
2014 Inland Wetlands meeting at 8:12 p.m.  

Discussion, none, voice vote, 7-0, motion carried. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Heidi-Lee Jacobs, Minutes Clerk for the Town of Montville. 

AN AUDIO RECORD OF THIS MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE. 
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