
 
Town of Montville Public Safety Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 24, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 

Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

Commissioner Jetmore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
Present at the meeting were Commissioners Elizabeth Adams, Gary Allyn, Joseph 
DePasquale, Steve Loiler, James Moran, and Dave Jetmore.  Also present was Mayor 
Ronald McDaniel, Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner, Lt. Leonard Bunnell, Resident 
State Trooper Sgt. Martin Martinez, and Fire Marshal Ray Occhialini.  Commissioner 
Eric Rousseau was absent. 
 
4. Amendments to the Agenda -- None 
 
5. Communications 
 

a. Copies of monthly statistics reports from the Fire Marshal, Fire Departments, 
Police Department, Animal Control and Building Official. 

 
Commissioner Jetmore commented that reports were submitted by the Police 
Department and Animal Control. 
 
6. Approval of Regular Meeting minutes of February 24, 2014 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Jetmore, seconded by Commissioner Moran to approve 
the minutes of February 24, 2014, minutes as submitted; discussion, none; voice vote 6-
0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
7. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
 
8. Remarks from Department Heads 
 
Fire Marshal Occhialini reported to the Commission on the following items: 
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 Total fines and/or fees collected this fiscal year are $72,608.25, representing 

181% of the anticipated revenue for FY 2-13-2014 and are allowed to be used for 
the purchase of a new vehicle. 

 Update on current Town projects. 
 A Town Emergency Operations Plan and update of the Hazardous Materials Plan 

are being revised and a draft will be submitted for review. 
 In February 2014, the 911 Center dispatched 183 fire and emergency calls. 
 Update on the meetings with KX concerning regional dispatch and a resolution to 

be presented to the Town Council to allow the Mayor to apply for grants for 
equipment to make KX and Montville compatible.  Notification of meetings next 
week for regional dispatch. 

 
Lt. Bunnell reported on the following items: 
 

 There were 1563 total calls for service as of February 2014. 
 Training for CPR will begin tomorrow, March 25, 2014. 
 The new trainee is in Phase 3 of 4. 
 A meeting was held last week regarding the updating of State Police radios—the 

ones currently in use will be obsolete within two (2) years. 
 
Commissioner questioned whether grants were being considered; Lt. Bunnell replied in 
the affirmative and added that most of the grants are not applicable to the police 
department. 
 
9. Reports from Committees and Public Safety Liaisons -- None 
 
10. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Update from the Mayor on the purchase of a K-9dog. 
 
Mayor McDaniel reported that the K-9 dog handler position was submitted to the Union 
and one person applied.  The request for the K-9 dog is in the cue.  The class for the 
same should begin March 31. 
 

b. Modify the current policy on police uniforms to include the newly 
purchased lime green “construction type” shirts and vest for road jobs. 

 
Lt. Bunnell reported that the policy is still being revised. 
 

c. Town Counsel Charge approved 12-9-13:  THE TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
HEREBY RESOLVES to form an ad-hoc committee to investigate the 
feasibility of establishing an organized police department. The charge of 
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this committee will be to look into the cost and feasibility of changing 
from a resident trooper program to an independent organized police 
department. This committee shall consist of 9 members and the make-
up will be as follows: (2) members from the Town Council, (2) members 
from the Public Safety Commission, (5) members at large having no ties 
to the current police force or other political organization within the town 
of Montville. Once established this committee will report back to the 
Town council within 90 days after their first meeting with their findings, 
cost estimates and other pertinent information. 

 
Per discussion, Commissioner Loiler asked if the Commission is doing what the Town 
Council wants them to do regarding its charge.  Town Council Liaison Tanner 
commented that the Town Council wants to know what the charge is.  She added that 
the sub-committee got her feedback regarding the same and that she has since 
removed herself from the committee.  She also said that the ad-hoc committee 
referenced in the Town Council charge will need time to do research.  Per further 
discussion, Commissioners Moran and DePasquale will meet and finalize the sub-
committee report.  Commissioner Jetmore said that the report should include the Public 
Safety Study and that the final report should be reviewed by legal counsel. 
 

d. Consideration and review of Drug Recognition Experts (“DRE”) Policy. 
 
Mayor McDaniel reported again on the disparity with the State Police concerning 
implementation of the policy but said that other CT municipalities have used it.  He 
added that if the policy is not considered it would mean that the training received by 
Officer Saffioti was wasted.  Commissioner DePasquale commented that the policy has 
been approved by the CT prosecutorial body and the State Police have sent persons for 
training regarding the same to which Lt. Bunnell concurred. 
 
Motion made by Commissioner DePasquale, seconded by Commissioner Loiler to 
approve the Drug Recognition Experts (“DRE”) Policy as submitted; discussion, none; 
voice vote, 6-0; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
11. New Business 
 

a. Discussion regarding Narcan. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked for input from Fire Marshal Occhialini concerning Narcan 
and its administration by first responders for opiate users in crisis.  Per the Fire Marshal, 
he stated that he had done some research on the web about training for administration 
of the anti-overdose drug, use of the EpiPen, and its use regionally and nationally.  He 
also said that the state of Rhode Island wants to have their police officers carry it.  
Commissioner Allyn commented that carry it and must use it and Commissioner 
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DePasquale said that the cost of the kit is $38.  Further discussion of the same will 
continue at the next Commission meeting. 
 

b. Discussion regarding fitness standards for the police department. 
 
Commissioner Jetmore spoke about recent studies that show that 50% of police officers 
are overweight and 30% of those are males as well as the statistics on police officers 
who have heart attacks.   He asked what can be done if an officer is found to be unfit.  
Lt. Bunnell commented that the options are limited unless someone is physically or 
mentally unable to perform.  He spoke about the fitness room at the new facility and 
said that although it is used it is not being used as much as it should.  Commissioner 
DePasquale commented on labor issues that could arise and referenced that there are 
federal standards for fitness.  Sgt. Martinez concurred that the federal standards are the 
same as those for the state. 
 
12. Remarks from the Public 
 
Commissioner Jetmore asked three times for remarks.  There were none. 
 
13. Remarks from the Mayor 
 
Mayor McDaniel commented on the following: 

 He thanked the Fire Marshal for the work he is doing toward regional dispatch 
and said that regionalization would be good for the Town and provider a 
higher/better level of service. 

 The FY2014-2015 budget is near completion. 
 He referenced the agenda for regional dispatch. 
 He wants to see the ad-hoc committee regarding the Town’s charge for 

investigation of a police department to come to fruition. 
 He also referenced an email he received from a resident regarding the 

nomination of an 8 year old as a Red Cross Hometown Hero. 
 
14. Remarks from the Town Council Liaison 

Town Councilor Tanner remarked that a vendor hearing regarding public safety will be 
held on April 14, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
15. Remarks from Commissioners 
 
Commissioner Allyn led a discussion about radio equipment currently in use that must 
be replaced with digital ones with compliance required by 2018 in addition to a question 
about active shooter training in Town.  Sgt. Martinez and Lt. Bunnell responded that the 
active shooter training in the area is done in the towns of Waterford and East Lyme and 
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integrated with other emergency services.  Commissioner DePasquale discussed State 
funds for the purchase of vests for fire and EMS officials. 
 
16. Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Jetmore, seconded by Commissioner Loiler to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:49 p.m.; discussion, none; voice vote 6-0; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Gloria J. Gathers/Recording Secretary 


