
TOWN OF MONTVILLE 
MEETING OF BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2013-2014 Board of Education Goal: 

To engage in a cycle of continuous improvement to ensure all students are educated 
with high standards and achieve at the highest levels of learning in the Montville 

Public Schools. 
 
Item 1.  Call to order. 
 
Board Chair David Rowley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Montville High 
School Library/Media Center.  Board members present were Carrie T. Baxter, Steve 
Loiler, Kim Navetta, Todd Pomazon, Valerie Smith, James Wood, and David Rowley.  
Board members Robert Mitchell, Jr. and Deborah Reed-Iler were absent. 
 
Also present were Superintendent of Schools Brian Levesque, Director of Special 
Services Mark Johnson, Business Director Kathy Lamoureux, Administrators Mary Jane 
Dix, Amy Espinoza, William Klinefelter, Jr., Jill Mazzalupo, Heather Mileski, Eileen 
Richmond, Jennifer Russell, Jeff Theodoss, Student Board Representative Hanna 
Marchini, and Town Council Liaison Joseph Jaskiewicz. 
 
Item 2.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
All stood and pledged the flag. 
 
Presentation: A) Montville Marvels. 

 
Leonard J. Tyl Middle School:  Principal M. J. Dix recognized the Tyl School 
Secretaries Karen Dragoo, Sue Iaconiello, Nicole Caskey, and Shannon Hensen for their 
ability to work together as a team and their daily dedication to ensure that parents, 
teachers, and students are greeted with kindness.  They are a dedicated staff who makes 
sure their jobs are done well.  Griffin LaMarche was also recognized for being the top 
seller in Tyl’s magazine drive for the past two years.  This year the company sponsoring 
the drive pledged to donate a chicken to a household in a developing country for every 
three subscriptions sold, thereby helping his Tyl family and five other families.  These 
certificates were presented by Board members Carrie Baxter and Kim Navetta. 
 
Montville High School:  Principal Jeff Theodoss recognized Joan Miller for her 
outstanding academic achievement, contribution to the drama program, and outstanding 
performance in the State Academic Decathlon.  Jake Casey was also recognized for 
winning the State Class S Wrestling Championship and for his excellent academic 
achievement.  Board member Jim Wood presented these certificates. 
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Palmer Academy:  Principal Heather Mileski recognized Ed Lilienthal for fully 
embracing project-based learning, approaching every day with a positive attitude, and 
balancing students’ needs while maintaining high expectations.  Board member Steve 
Loiler presented this certificate. 
 
Presentation: B) Paraprofessional of the Year 2015 – Nancy Ziegler, Dr. Charles E.  
  Murphy School. 
 
Principal Amy Espinoza and Superintendent Brian Levesque had high praise for Nancy 
Ziegler, the 2015 Paraprofessional of the Year.  Having worked in the district for 34 
years, N. Ziegler was described as funny, easy to get along with, professional, and caring 
of the students.  She received a standing ovation from all that included a number of the 
Murphy staff.  Board Chair Dave Rowley presented N. Ziegler with a memento on behalf 
of the Board and mentioned that she would be interviewed soon on Cable Access 
Channel 22.  N. Ziegler thanked Administration and everyone that she works with. 
 
Presentation: C) Improving School Culture – Montville High School. 
 
Principal Jeff Theodoss gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Improving the School 
Climate at MHS.”  Improvement stemmed from 1) What research says—lead by 
example; 2) Steps to improve—student privileges, adjust student down time, develop 
interpersonal relationships, develop programs that support student needs; 3) Data looked 
at—discipline and referrals; and 4) What students have to say—so students have four 
enjoyable years at MHS. 
 
Junior Emily Dodson presented “School Culture from a Student’s View.”  She talked 
about the steadily improving environment that is now more welcoming; the interaction 
between students in different grades; Spirit Week that was a fun time with activities that 
involved students and staff; clubs like the Academic Decathlon, sports, and special events 
like the blood drive. 
 
Members of Student Government—Abigail Baukus, Karishma Chouhan, Helena Sun, 
Stacia Tibbetts, Caitlin Turney and Ryan Wrobel—had positive comments about the 
school environment.  They spoke about passionate and encouraging teachers, as well as 
the warmth and reassurance that support the diverse community at MHS. 
 
Responding to questions by C. Baxter, J. Theodoss stated that there is a Safe School 
Climate Committee that works parallel with the School Improvement Team and that the 
positive and negative comments are used to develop programs. 
 
Item 3.  Hearing of delegates and citizens (regarding agenda items only). – None 
 
Item 4:  Letters and communications. (8 – Communications/Marketing) 
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C. Baxter read a letter from Commissioner of Education Stefan Pryor, who recognized 
the appointment of Brian Levesque as Superintendent of Schools effective March 13, 
2014. 
 
Item 5.  Approval of Consent Calendar. 
 
Motion: That the Board approves the Consent Calendar. 
 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
Seconded by:  Deb Reed-Iler 
Vote:   6-0-1; vote carried; Jim Wood abstained 
 
Item 6.  Report from Student Board Representatives. 
 
Student Board Representative Hanna Marchini gave a report to the Board as follows: 

 
1. The Japanese Exchange Student program that ran from the beginning to the 

middle of March presented MHS with a check for $1,500 to thank the students 
and staff for helping them feel welcome and enjoying their stays. 

2. On March 31st, the FBLA attended the state competition with four students 
placing and three students qualifying for the national competition.  Steven Kha 
won first place for the Healthcare Administration Objective Test; Mel Huang took 
second place for the Business Presentation on the Affordable Care Act; and 
Sophia Faulise and Sara Wen Warykas placed third in the Business Ethics 
Presentation of a copyright/fair use case. 

3. At the beginning of April, it was announced that Taylor Montminy placed first at 
the UConn Human Development Statewide Conference for her poster entitled 
“Magnifying Class:  the Effects of Socioeconomic Status on American Families.”  
Hers and other students’ posters are on display in the MHS Library/Media Center. 

4. Recently, Mr. Fiano took a group of 14 students to Old Tymes Restaurant where 
they received an etiquette lecture and were then able to practice their skills at a 
luncheon. 

5. On April 4th, students enrolled in SAT Prep classes attended the national college 
fair held in Hartford.  Students had the opportunity to interact with college 
representatives from over 250 schools around the country including a few 
international schools. 

6. Project Graduation held a successful pasta dinner night on April 5th at the Oakdale 
Fire House. 

7. Tonight, two MHS seniors will be honored with the CAS Award at the Aqua Turk 
Club.  Jeffrey Creuger will receive the award for Outstanding Senior in 
Performing Arts, and Katherine Hahn will receive the award for Outstanding 
Senior in Art. 

8. This week the Montville Chapter of the National Honor Society will begin the 
selection process by sending letters to students to be considered for membership.  
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Students must reply to be considered and then embark on a rigorous application 
process in order to be inducted in the society. 

9. On April 10th, the annual Read Across America program will bring 61 MHS high 
school students to the three elementary schools.  Each student or team of students 
has selected a children’s book to read and planned a mini lesson to go along with 
their book. 

10. Next week, the World Language Department will be taking students to Greece 
during April vacation to experience the culture and have fun, of course. 

11. On April 24th at 7:00 p.m., the annual Mr. MHS contest will be held as a 
fundraiser to benefit both the sophomore and senior classes. 

12. At the end of April, the American Studies class will sponsor a 3-day dodge ball 
tournament as a fundraiser for upcoming field trips. 

13. The third quarter marking period closed on Friday with students expecting report 
cards by the end of this week. 

14. The spring sports season began on March 24th.  On Wednesday, April 9th, many 
spring sports will be having their first events including track, softball and 
lacrosse. 

15. On April 2nd, student athletes attended the ECC Leadership Luncheon at the Port 
‘n Starboard in New London.  Each school who attended brought ten student 
athletes who were identified as exceptional leaders having participated in the 
luncheon and leadership workshop activities. 
 

Item 7.  Unfinished business. 
 

a. 2014-2015 budget meetings. 
 

 Public Hearing for the General Budget, Tuesday, April 22, 2014, 6:00 
p.m., Town Council Chambers 

 Public Hearing for the Board of Education Budget, Wednesday, April 23, 
2014, 6:00 p.m., MHS Auditorium 

Item 8.  New Business. 
 

a. Consideration and action to comply with Public Act 06-63, an act 
concerning Healthy Foods & Beverages for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
The Montville Board of Education elects, for the 2014-2015 school year, 
to permit the sale of all foods and beverages that are not legally permitted 
during the regular school day if the following conditions are met: 
 
1) The sale of foods and beverages is in connection with an event 

occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend. 
2) The sale of goods and beverages is at the location of the event. 
3) The foods and beverages are not sold from a vending machine or 

school store. 
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Motion: That the Board approves to comply Public Act 06-63, an act concerning 

Healthy Foods & Beverages for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 

The Montville Board of Education elects, for the 2014-2015 school year, 
to permit the sale of all foods and beverages that are not legally permitted 
during the regular school day if the following conditions are met: 
 
4) The sale of foods and beverages is in connection with an event 

occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend. 
5) The sale of goods and beverages is at the location of the event. 
6) The foods and beverages are not sold from a vending machine or 

school store. 
 
Proposed by:  Todd Pomazon 
Seconded by:  Jim Wood 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

b. Consideration and action to schedule a reception to honor its retirees on 
May 20, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. and approve the writing of resolutions for 
retirees. 

 
Motion: That the Board approves to schedule a reception to honor its retirees on 

May 20, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. and approve the writing of resolutions for 
retirees. 

 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

c. Consideration and action to authorize the superintendent to apply for 
inter-district cooperative grants and state and federal grants for various 
educational programs. 

 
Motion: That the Board authorizes the superintendent to apply for inter-district 

cooperative grants and state and federal grants for various educational 
programs. 

 
Proposed by:  Todd Pomazon 
Seconded by:  Valerie Smith 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

d. Consideration and action to approve changes to the Montville’s System 
for Educator Evaluation and Development Plan for the 2014-15 school 
year. 
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Motion: That the Board approves changes to Montville’s System for Educator 

Evaluation and Development Plan for the 2014-15 school year. 
 
Per discussion, B. Levesque explained that item would occur annually according to state 
regulations.  A consensus with the MEA and the committee was reached. 
 
Proposed by:  Jim Wood 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

e. Consideration and action to approve a field trip for Montville High 
School, Spring Break Language Trip, Iceland, April 10, 2015 to April 18, 
2015, 12 students. 

 
Motion: That the Board approves the a field trip for Montville High School, 

Spring Break Language Trip, Iceland, April 10, 2015 to April 18, 2015, 12 
students. 

 
Proposed by:  Valerie Smith 
Seconded by:  Todd Pomazon 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

f. Consideration and action to change the 2013-14 school calendar, with 
June 17, 2014, as the last day of school for students and with June 18 and 
June 19, 2014, as professional development days for staff members. 

 
Motion: That the Board approves change the 2013-14 school calendar, with June 

17, 2014, as the last day of school for students, and with June 18 and June 
19, 2014, as professional development days for staff members. 

 
Per discussion, B. Levesque said that June 17 will be a half-day for students and June 18 
and June 19 will be professional development days. 
 
Proposed by:  Todd Pomazon 
Seconded by:  Valerie Smith 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

g. Consideration and action to confirm the date of Tuesday, June 17, 2014, 
6:00 p.m. for Montville High School graduation. 

 
Motion: That the Board confirms Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. for the 

Montville High School graduation. 
 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
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Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

h. Consideration and action to cancel the Regular Board of Education 
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2014. 

 
Motion: That the Board approves the cancellation of the Regular Board of 

Education meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2014. 
 
Proposed by:  Valerie Smith 
Seconded by:  Todd Pomazon 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

i. Consideration and action of anticipated appointment of the new 
Secondary Special Services Program Leader. 

 
Motion: That the Board postpones the anticipated appointment of the new 

Secondary Special Services Program Leader. 
 
Per discussion, a recommendation for appointment was not ready to be made. 
 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 

j. Consideration and action to approve salary/benefits for unaffiliated staff. 
 
Motion: That the Board approves the moving Item 8.j to Item 12.a. 
 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
Seconded by:  Jim Wood 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
Item 9.  Committee and liaison reports. 
 

a. Policy (James Wood). 
 
J. Wood reported that the Committee met prior to the Board meeting this evening and 
reviewed Board Policy 5131.31, Student Surveillance Policy for language updates.  B. 
Levesque added that a new surveillance policy for staff was also reviewed.  Both policies 
will be brought to the full Board for approval at its next regular meeting. 
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b. Educational Evaluation (Robert Mitchell). 
 
B. Mitchell was attending the NSBA Conference in New Orleans, therefore no meeting 
was held. 
 

c. Montville Education Foundation (Steve Loiler). – No report 
 

d. LEARN (Carrie Baxter). 
 
C. Baxter reported that the next meeting of LEARN will take place on Thursday, April 
10. 

 
e. CABE/NSBA (Robert Mitchell). – No report 

 
f. School Building Committee (Todd Pomazon). 

 
T. Pomazon reported that there will be a meeting with the State on April 18 with the 
project architect and budget manager in attendance. 

 
g. MetroCast Communications Advisory Council (Tom McNally). 

 
T. Pomazon reported that work continues on the bylaws and elections are rescheduled for 
the next meeting. 
 

h. Montville Youth Services Bureau (Robert Mitchell). – No report 
 

i. Administrative Monthly Reports. 
 
C. Baxter commented that the monthly reports are great to read. 
 

j. Chair’s Remarks. 
 
D. Rowley commented that he hoped everyone saw his interview with B. Levesque and 
L. Pallin on Cable Access Channel 22.  He said that he would be interviewing N. Ziegler 
who was honored this evening.  D. Rowley also said that he attended the Chamber of 
Commerce State of Schools meeting and heard B. Levesque, Mayor McDaniel, and a 
representative from the Mohegan tribe who spoke. 
 

k. Other. -- None 
 
Item 10.  Superintendent’s Report. 
 

a. Report from the Director of Student Services – Ms. Johnson. 
 
M. Johnson gave a report on the following. 
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 IDEA Grant:  The IDEA grant that supports special education and the pre-school 
program is currently being completed. 
 

 Conference:  On Monday and Tuesday, April 14 and 15, 2014, he will attend a 
conference entitled Restorative Practice Conference as the district is looking for 
programming to use with emotionally challenged students.  National certification 
is attained for the same from Reclaiming Youth International.  The two focuses of 
the conference are the Circle of Courage that is a pro-social, strength based 
therapy and Response Ability Pathways whose outcome is to restore bonds of 
respect.  Also attending this conference are H. Mileski from Palmer, Dorothy 
Griffis from Tyl, and Gizelle Tircuit-Posey from Oakdale. 

 
b. Report from Assistant Superintendent – Mrs. Pallin. 

 
L. Pallin was absent from the meeting.  B. Levesque reported that the Smarter Balance 
Test given at Palmer and Tyl went well and the students worked hard. 
 

c. Monthly Update. 
 
B. Levesque reported on the following: 
 

 Aspen Conference:  The conference is being held on April 8 and 9, 2014, in 
Providence that he attended today and will again tomorrow.  More advanced skills 
are being learned with the possibility that the teacher evaluation and other forms 
will be housed on the Aspen system. 
 

 April Vacation:  Although schools are closed, the Central Office will hold 
summer hours next week, Monday through Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Item 11.  Information items. -- None 
 
Item 12.  Hearing of delegates and citizens (regarding agenda items only). 
 
Town Councilor J. Jaskiewicz commented on the upcoming budget meetings and said 
that the Mayor would present his budget to the Town Council on Monday, April 14. 
 
Item 12a. Consideration and action to approve salary/benefits for unaffiliated staff. 
 
Motion: That the Board goes into executive session at 7:16 p.m. for 

consideration and action to approve salary/benefits for unaffiliated 
staff. 
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Proposed by:  Todd Pomazon 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
Motion: That the Board comes out of executive session at 7:48 p.m., with no 

votes taken. 
 
Proposed by:  Valerie Smith 
Seconded by:  Jim Wood 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
Motion: That the Board approves salary/benefits for unaffiliated staff as 

proposed by the Superintendent. 
 
Proposed by:  Carrie Baxter 
Seconded by:  Valerie Smith 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
Item 13.  Adjournment. 
 
Motion: That the meeting is adjourned. 
 
Proposed by:  Steve Loiler 
Seconded by:  Carrie Baxter 
Vote:   Carried unanimously 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
David Rowley, Chair    Carrie T. Baxter, Secretary 
Montville Board of Education  Montville Board of Education 

 
Gloria J. Gathers, Recording Secretary 
 
Minutes Approved: _______________ 
 


