
1 | P a g e  
Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 

Town of Montville Parks & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, April 16, 2014 

6:30 p.m. – Town Council Chambers – Town Hall 
 
 

1. Call to order 
Chairman Scott LaVallie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. after establishing a quorum. 

2. Roll Call 
Present were Commissioners Eileen Cicchese, Nancy DelaCruz, Scott LaVallie, Kerri Lawton, 
Gilbert Maffeo, and Karen Perkins, and Kristin Ventresca (6:34).  Absent was Commissioner 
Joseph Berardy.  Also present were Town Council Liaison Laura Tanner and Parks & Recreation 
Director Peter Bushway. 

3. Adjustments to the agenda — none. 

4. Remarks from the Public regarding items on the agenda with a three-minute limit — none. 

5. To consider and act on a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 19, 2014. 
Motion made by Commissioner DelaCruz, seconded by Commissioner Cicchese.  Discussion: 
Commissioner Perkins corrected her vote for item 9(d) regarding the Dog Park.  It should read:  
Voting in Favor were Commissioners Berardy, Delacruz, and Lawton; Voting in Opposition: 
Commissioner LaVallie, and; Voting in Abstention: Commissioners Cicchese and Perkins.   
Motion made by Commissioner Cicchese, seconded by Commissioner Lawton, to accept the 
minutes as amended.  Discussion: None.  Voice vote, 6-0-1.  Voting in Favor:  Commissioners 
Cicchese, Delacruz, LaVallie, Lawton, Perkins, and Ventresca.  Voting in Opposition: None.  
Voting in Abstention: Commissioner Maffeo.  Motion carried. 

6. To consider and act on a motion to review and approve the Director’s Report for April 2014. 
Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Cicchese.  Discussion: 
Commissioner Perkins questioned the accuracy of listing the Mother’s Day Craft under New 
Programs Offered.  She felt a program is ongoing whereas events are one-time occurrences. 
While she agreed that some clarification might be necessary, Commissioner Cicchese confirmed 
the existence of one-day programs.  She also questioned the line item for an instructor under 
volleyball.  It was clarified that a monitor is hired for volleyball so as to ensure access to the 
facility.  Regarding her question about the cost difference for dance and karate, it was stated that, 
due to a shorter session, the price was adjusted.  Commissioner Ventresca wondered if the 
Commission would need to provide the Girl Scouts who will be cleaning up at Fair Oaks with 
any supplies.  Director Bushway stated that he provided them with a checklist of items to ensure 
that they have all of the necessary equipment.  He added that they will also be installing new 
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plantings near the entrance and maintain them for the year.  Commissioner Lawton added that the 
Boy Scouts have also just cleaned up the litter.  Voice vote, 8-0, all in favor.  Motion carried. 

7. Reports from Finance  
a. Budget for Recording Secretary 

Director Bushway reported that $500.00 has been placed in the Commission’s budget for the 
Recording Secretary.  Councilor Tanner reported that it is also included in the Mayor’s 
budget and was included in the budget in previous years, but was eliminated following the 
previous Recording Secretary’s departure. 

Returning to item 6 on the agenda, Commissioner Perkins questioned the line item regarding 
participants under volleyball which notes that only three (3) waivers are currently on file.  Director 
Bushway stated that those waivers are the online registrants and that the vast majority of participants 
turn in their waivers that night.  He also reported that the office just received a number of registration 
forms from the supervisor, which have yet to be entered into the system.  He is currently in the process 
of creating a better system and getting it approved by the attorneys.  A discussion ensued regarding the 
timeliness of receiving the waivers and the timesheets from the supervisor. 

8. Unfinished Business 
a. Town Hall Sign 

Director Bushway reported that the Church has started clearing the property and, while the 
exact property line is being determined, the sign will be located above the telephone pole 
which is currently obstructed by the bamboo.  While it has been presented to the Scouts as a 
potential Eagle Scout project, the project is currently under Public Works. 

b. Dog Ordinance 
Commissioner Lawton has sent her responses to Councilor Tanner who has forwarded them 
to Town Administration/Rules & Procedures for further review and are awaiting confirmation 
regarding their inclusion on their April agenda.  She clarified the area(s) that they would like 
to designate as off-limits are the athletic fields, playground, and spectator areas.  Dogs will be 
allowed on the trails and at the pavilion at Camp Oakdale.  Signs will be posted at those areas 
where dogs are not allowed.  Councilor Tanner stated that Councilor May recommended the 
Commission request the Police Department to enforce the dog ordinance in the same manner 
as the smoking ban and the possibility of creating a map designating the areas.  A bulletin 
board containing the ordinances and a map of the areas was discussed.  Commissioner 
Maffeo questioned whether the police are able to issue Town tickets rather than general 
tickets, which would generate funds for the Town rather than the State. 

c. Allocation of in-season vs. out-of-season field usage 
Commissioner Ventresca is working on the verbage of the policy and is awaiting information 
from CCM.  She encouraged the Commissioners to review the Director’s MOA, which 
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Director Bushway will send to everyone, and is open to any input, suggestions, concerns, and 
thoughts that the Commission might have.  Commissioner Cicchese stated that she also 
submitted a survey to the CT Parks & Recreation and is awaiting responses.  She also 
submitted the same survey for Dog Ordinances and Dog Parks.   

d. Dog Park 
They are working on setting a date for a presentation to the Town Council by Chris Lawton. 

Chairman LaVallie reported that Public Works Director Don Bourdeau is looking into making 
the small softball field at Camp Oakdale a multi-purpose regulation field. 

9. New Business — none. 

10. Communications 
Director Bushway presented a basket of Girl Scout cookies received by the Girl Scouts for the 
Parks & Recreation Commission to thank them for their support.  

Director Bushway reported that Former Commissioner Ellen Desjardins will be selling plants at 
the community tag sale on May 31 (rain date: June 1) and will be utilizing the generated funds to 
help beautify the front of Town Hall.  Her granddaughter will also be selling items at the tag sale 
in support of Angelman Syndrome.  Ms. Desjardins will not be charged for the space. 

11. Remarks from the Public — none. 

12. Remarks from the Commissioners 
Commissioner Perkins stated that she was offended by Commissioner Cicchese’s remark during 
the discussion regarding timecard submissions to which she explained and apologized. 

Commissioner delaCruz expressed her dismay with the passing of the Vendor’s Ordinance.  She 
asked for the Commissioners to let her know if they have any ideas for any new events and/or 
programs and presented an idea she had of posting a “Who’s Who in Montville” board with 
baby/child and current photographs of prominent members in the community to create a prize-
winning matching game as a teaser in an effort to attract more people to the concerts. 
Commissioner Cicchese suggested adding such upcoming trends as pick a ball, ultimate frisbee, 
and kickball to the program. 

Commissioner Lawton questioned the Commission’s ability to invite vendors, free of charge, to 
their events to which Councilor Tanner stated that the provisions for non-profit and not-for-profit 
organizations remain unchanged.  She will obtain further clarification and confirmation to ensure 
that they are exempt from the fees.  Commissioner Lawton expressed her happiness that the 
scavenger hunt is being offered for free and felt that more families would be getting involved in 
the event.  She also felt that the S.E.C.T. Park R.A.C.E. will be a successful event.  
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Commissioner Ventresca suggested gathering information regarding a farmers’ market, possibly 
in conjunction with their concerts.  Commissioner Cicchese stated that the requirements of 
opening a farmers’ market is quite extensive and will be forwarding the website containing the 
necessary information to start a farmers’ market to the Commissioners.  The item will be added 
to the agenda under New Business. 

Commissioner Maffeo questioned the status of the field at Oakdale which had been damaged by 
an individual driving and getting stuck on the fields.  Director Bushway stated that the field is the 
school’s field and not part of Parks & Recreation. 

Chairman Lavallie requested clarification regarding the controlling party of the Fair Oaks 
property, which was brought up at a recent meeting during a discussion regarding the utilization 
of the facility to house Youth Services.  While he is not at all opposed to Youth Services utilizing 
the building, Chairman Lavallie felt that only a portion of the building would be available for 
their use.  The Commission would need to maintain control of the facility because of all of the 
current activities and future plans including plans for renovations that will make the facility more 
usable for the residents of the Town.  The majority of the Parks & Recreation activities and 
programs are held at the facility, which includes a playground and conservation center with trails; 
a Community Center, the construction of which was overseen by the former Parks & Recreation 
Commission Chairman Stanley Gwudz and Director Bushway thanks to the acceptance of a STP 
grant by the Town, and; summer camp.  In addition, they are in charge of the scheduling and 
funding for renovations are budgeted in their CIP.  

13. Remarks from Town Council Liaison, Laura Tanner 
Councilor Tanner requested the switching of bats from aluminum to wood for the men’s softball 
league.  Director Bushway suggested contacting the teams.  Commissioner Cicchesse will 
compile an unofficial report of what the surrounding towns are using.   

Regarding Derek Wainwright, who submitted an application to serve on the Commission, she 
stated that she spoke with Finance Director Terry Hart who felt that his serving on the 
Commission and running the Clinic would not introduce a conflict of interest.  Should any issues 
arise, he can recuse himself from voting on any such issue(s). 

She was recently approached about whether a special education program was offered at their 
summer camp last year.  Director Bushway stated that it was offered and, though they were pro-
active, there were only two sign-ups last year.  The program is open to 1st to 12th graders.  Letters 
were sent to Social Services who, then, forwarded the invitations to those in the community.  The 
need for invitations were questioned to which Director Bushway stated that, in previous years, it 
was listed in the book, but, due to declining numbers, it was decided to mail an invitation to all of 
those with a special needs child. Commissioner Ventresca stated the need for follow-up and 
Commissioner Cicchese stated that, in addition to the letter, the camp should be listed in the book 
as well as direct marketing the information to all of the special education director and teachers. 
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14. Adjournment 
Motion made by Commissioner Lawton, seconded by Commissioner Perkins, to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Discussion:  None.  Voice vote, 6-0, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned. 

The next meeting will be held on May 21, 2014, 6:00 p.m., at the Camp Oakdale Pavilion. 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville 

 
AN AUDIO RECORD OF THE MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE MONTVILLE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE 
 


