Town of Montville Town Council

Public Hearing Board of Education Budget Minutes for April 26, 2016
6:00 p.m. — Montville High School — Auditorium

Call to Order

Chairman Jaskiewicz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence in honor of our military.

Roll Call

Present were Councilors Caron, Longton, May (6:03 p.m.), Pollard, Rogulski, Tanner, and
Jaskiewicz. Also present was Mayor Ronald McDaniel.

Public Hearing
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Chairman Jaskiewicz opened the public hearing.

Bob Manfredi, 9 Heather Brook Road, Uncasville, questioned Montville Public Schools
Superintendent Brian Levesque’s statement regarding the reduction of the school budget by
$425,000.00, when they are actually gaining $290,000.00. The residents of the Town are
currently aging as school enrollment continues to decline, being down 40% since 2006, and will
eventually lead to the closing of at least one of the elementary schools. He estimates that
taxpayers are currently paying approximately $19,000.00 per student and steps need to be taken
to help bring down those costs.

Brian Levesque, Superintendent, Montville Public Schools, invited Mr. Manfredi to meet with
him to discuss the issue and provide him with more accurate information. He thanked the Town
Council for this evening’s Public Hearing and stated that the Board of Education (BOE) and
staff worked very hard to present a budget that not only meets the needs of the students, but also
is fiscally responsible. The budget reflects an increase of 1.9% and includes a reduction of
seven (7) teaching positions as the result of declining enrollment and a decrease in such items
as fuel oil, electricity, natural gas, equipment, textbooks, and substitute teachers. The
approximate increase of $700,000.00 includes $600,000.00 for the Special Education Program,
a, relatively, uncontrollable cost. The Town Council’s unanimous approval of the teachers’
contract two years ago and the Board’s ability to significantly mitigate costs has been
remarkable. Understanding the issues at the State level, he respectfully requested that the Town
Council support the budget, as presented, and continue to support the schools and its programs,
staff, and students, who are the future of the Town.

Karen Duhamel, 1 Fox Hollow Drive, Oakdale, urged the Mayor and Town Council to work
collaboratively and support the BOE’s budget, as presented, and to maintain the quality of the
schools and integrity of the community. Once the mandated special education costs and out of
school district placement costs are paid, the increase amounts to a mere 0.3% budget increase.
These costs amount to the needs of the students rather than the wants of the Board. She
requested the Town Council also consider the fallacy regarding the declining enrollment in
schools, citing a recent statement made by Salem School Superintendent Joseph Onofrio
published in The Day. Recognizing the challenges brought about by the recent State cuts and
the need for making sacrifices, she is prepared to pay a small tax increase so that the Town can
maintain its superior teachers, their innovative ideas, and ensure small class sizes. In addition,
quality schools impacts property values and compromising the quality of our education will
discourage people from moving into or staying in the community.

Howard R. Beetham, Jr., 60 Riverview Road, Uncasville, spoke in opposition to the BOE
budget, as presented, stating that the high cost of taxes is driving residents out of Town and
requested the number and names of the students who are currently enrolled in the school
system, which may persuade him to support the budget, as presented.

Carrie Baxter, 40 Jerome Road, Uncasville, spoke in favor of the BOE budget, as presented.
Born and raised in Montville, she has taught in the school system and is currently a member of
the BOE and has children enrolled in the district. She urged the Town Council to view the issue
from the viewpoint of a parent whose children are students of the schools and the impact their
cuts and decisions will have on their families and the community as a whole.

Kelly Beams, 24 Mayo Avenue, Oakdale, spoke in favor of the BOE budget, as presented. Not
doing so would be detrimental to the diverse educational needs of the students. Both her
parents and herself and husband have chosen to reside in Montville due to the quality of
education their children have/are receiving. The programs that would be cut are necessities, not
luxuries and are necessary for the children to reach and exceed the expectations of the current
educational standards.

Lauren Terni, 24 Andersen Lane, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented.
She asked the Town Council to consider the ramifications to the community, including an
exodus of its residents and businesses.



3|Page
Town Council Public Hearing BOE Budget Minutes
April 26, 2016

Betty Waselik, 36 Andersen Lane, Oakdale, School Nurse, Mohegan Elementary School,
School Nurse Supervisor, Montville Public Schools, begged the Town Council to support the
BOE budget, as presented. Over the past 25 years, she has witnessed how hard the staff works
with the children as they grow and the changing needs with regards to the social, emotional,
and/or physical needs of the children.

Amy Ricupero, 217 Massapeag Road, Uncasville, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as
presented.

Stephanie Treat, 26 Hunters Run, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented,
citing the uncontrollable special education costs. Not supporting the budget would be unfair to
the schools, the children and staff.

Rebecca Carroll, 50 New York Road, Oakdale, a recent Montville High School graduate, spoke
in support of the BOE budget, as presented.

Steve Labranche, 53 Forsyth Road, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented,
asking the Town Council not to send the Town into the wrong direction and keeping education
as a priority.

Michelle Hedrick, 16 Mayo Avenue, Oakdale, parent of a child in Montville High School and
Tyl Middle School and a daughter who will be entering kindergarten in the Fall, spoke in
support of the BOE budget, as presented.

Brian Buscetto, 521 Chesterfield Road, Oakdale, parent of a child in High School, Junior High
School, and Elementary School, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented.

Heather Browne, 7 Utz Drive, Oakdale, a school volunteer, urged the Town Council to support
of the BOE budget, as presented, and vote based on the views of the townspeople rather than on
his/her own personal agendas.

Susan Huntington, 24 Rene Drive, Oakdale, who has had three (3) children in the school system
and lives on a limited income, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented.

Bob Manfredi, 9 Heather Brook Road, Uncasville, questioned the number of actual students
enrolled in the school system.

Ellen Lavin, 16 Jennie Drive, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as presented.

Cindy Angell, 239 Conn Boulevard, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as
presented.

Howard R. Beetham, Jr., 60 Riverview Road, Uncasville, enquired about the existence of a
State Statute stating that, should the Town cut the BOE budget, the State will cut the Town’s
budget the following year. Other aspects of the budget such as oil, gas, sand and salt should
also be reviewed when making a decision regarding the Town’s budget. Should the budget not
be cut, the Town will be forced to hold a referendum.

Lori Delucia, 19 Riverview Road, Uncasville, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as
presented.

Mark Rewers, 1131 Old Colchester Road, Oakdale, spoke in support of the BOE budget, as
presented.

Chairman Jaskiewicz asked three times if there were any additional persons from the public
who would like to speak regarding the Board of Education Budget.

5. Adjournment
Motion made by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor May, to adjourn the meeting at 6:55
p.m. Voice vote, 7-0, all in favor. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted by: Agnes Miyuki, Recording Secretary for the Town of Montville



